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Where is Colombia? 

 

 

Comparisons to Australia 

 Colombia Australia 

Population 50.6 million 25.1 million 

Area 1,109,500 km2 7,682,300 km2 

Population density 45 people per km2 3 people per km2 

World ranking by population 29 55 

Highest mountain Pico Cristóbal Colón (5,776 m) Mt Kosciuszko (2,228 m) 

National day Colombian Independence Day (20 July) Australia Day (26 January) 

Life expectancy at birth 74.4 years 82.45 years 

Median age 29.8 37.5 

The flag 

The current flag of Colombia was officially adopted on 17 December 1819.  

The flag features three horizontal bands of yellow (double-width), blue and 
red. Colors of the flag are commonly interpreted in two ways. One version 
indicates that the yellow symbolizes sovereignty and justice, blue as loyalty 
and vigilance, and red represents the valour shown and the victory achieved 
during the battles for independence from Spain. 

A very popular children's song claims that yellow represents the gold Colombia once owned until the 
arrival of the Spanish, blue indicates the country's contact with two oceans and red represents the blood 
that Colombians spent in their struggle for independence from Spain. 

Interesting things to know about Colombia 

1 It’s ColOmbia, and not ColUmbia. Mind your pronunciation because Colombians have a very fine 
ear for details. 

2 The capital of Colombia is Bogota, which is the second largest capital city in South America. At 
2,640 m above sea level, it is one of the highest capital cities in the world. 

3 Its official name is the Republic of Colombia. 

4 The name "Colombia" is derived from the last name of the explorer Christopher Columbus. 

5 The currency of Colombia is the Colombian peso. 

6 Colombia is bordered by Panama, Venezuela, Brazil, Ecuador and Peru. 
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7 The official language is Spanish. All Colombians speak Spanish except for certain populations that 
live in the Amazonian basin. That’s a higher percentage than Spain itself. 

8 Ninety-five percent of the Colombian population are members of the Roman Catholic faith. More 
than 85 percent of urban Catholics attend mass regularly. 

9 Colombia is the only country in South America that has a coastline on both the Pacific Ocean and 
the Caribbean Sea. 

10 Colombia is the third largest exporter of coffee in the world after Brazil and Vietnam. 

11 The economy of Colombia is mainly dependent on manufacturing and agricultural exports such as 
bananas, cut flowers, sugar and coffee. Manufacturing exports include textiles, chemicals, 
garments and metal products. 

12 The people of this caffeine-drenched country love to dance. The golden rule of Colombia: If you 
hear music, start moving. 

13 It is mandatory for radio and public television in Colombia to play the national anthem every day at 
6 am and 6 pm. 

14 Almost 60% of the Amazon rainforest lies in Brazil, 13% lies in Peru, and 10% lies in Colombia. 

15 Cano Cristales – the “River of Five Colors” or the “Liquid Rainbow”, is a river in Colombia located 
in the Serrania de la Macarena province of Meta. This river’s bed changes colour between yellow, 
green, blue, black, and especially red, beginning the end of July and through November. 

16 Archaeologists estimate that humans settled in Colombia some 20,000 years ago. 

17 Age is an important factor in Colombia. The older you grow, the more powerful your voice becomes. 
Elders are deeply respected and revered in this tropical nation. 

18 Not lazy, but fun loving: Colombia, with 18 national holidays, came second in the “countries with 
the most national holidays” list. In case you are wondering who could top that, it’s India. 

19 One out of every five butterfly species is found in Colombia. 

20 Drinking coffee in Colombia is a cheesy affair. Here, for an unknown, weird reason, people put 
blocks of salty cheese into their coffee when they are finished drinking it, and eat the mushy blobs 
of coffee soaked cheese. 

21 Pablo Escobar was so rich he offered $10 billion to waive off Colombia’s national debt. 

22 Colombia’s Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta, at 13,000m, is the world’s highest coastal mountain 
range. Incidentally, it’s on the run, and has moved more than a thousand miles in the last 170 
million years. 

23 Initially, people who went to find the treasures of El Dorado never returned. But then luck struck 
Spain, and Spain struck a mountain. Spain discovered a mountain, Cerro Rico, filled with silver - 
precious silver. Using free local labour plus hardworking llamas, they mined down the mountain, 
rock by rock. All the hard work did work out, and Spain finally mined out silver, lots and lots of silver. 
The funny irony is that they dug so much silver that for their generation, silver became worth 
nothing. Literally. 

24 Colombia lies in the Pacific Ring of Fire. 

25 Here are some gifting manners in Colombia: For a casual visit, bring a fruit or chocolate. For 
something elegant, bring imported alcohol. And for a girl’s 15th birthday, only gold. 
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Famous people from Colombia 

Pablo Escobar (1 December 1949)  

Pablo Emilio Escobar Gaviria often referred as the ‘King of coke’ was a 
notorious Colombian drug lord.  

He was considered as the most flagrant, influential and wealthiest criminal in 
the history of cocaine trafficking. The Medellin Cartel was formed by him in 
collaboration with other criminals to ship cocaine to the American market.  

The 1970s and 1980s saw Pablo Escobar and the Medellin Cartel enjoying 
near monopoly in the cocaine smuggling business in the US, shipping more 
than 80% of the total drug smuggled in the country. He earned billions of 
dollars and by the early 90s his known estimated net worth was $30 billion.  

The earnings sum up to around $100 billion when money buried in various parts of Colombia are 
included. In 1989 Forbes mentioned him as the seventh wealthiest person in the world. He led an 
extravagant life with the fortune he made. His empire included four hundred luxury mansions across the 
world, private aircrafts and a private zoo that housed various exotic animals. He also had his own army 
of soldiers and seasoned criminals. While his vast empire was built on murders and crimes, he was 
known for sponsoring soccer clubs and charity projects.  

Shakira (2 February 1977)  

Shakira is a highly successful Columbian pop artist, best known for her 
scintillating belly dance moves in the video of the song Hips Don’t Lie. She 
has sold more than 70 million albums worldwide.  

Having a keen interest in music from childhood, Shakira wrote her first poem 
when she was just four. At a young age, she would also dance impromptu at 
restaurants playing groovy music. She often used to sing and dance for her 
classmates and teachers at school, and earned the nickname ‘the belly 
dancer girl.’  

As a teen, she began performing around her town and caught the attention of the local theatre producer 
Monica Ariza who introduced her to Sony Colombia executive Ciro Vargas. She released her first album 
Magia when she was just 14. Though the album did not do well commercially, it gave her the much-
needed exposure.  

Her big breakthrough came in the form of her third album ‘Pies Descalzos’ which peaked at number one 
in eight different countries. She also earned several awards and nominations for the album, and 
became popular overnight. Her success in Latin music encouraged her to try her hand at English 
language albums. Her first attempt at English language album Laundry Service went multi-platinum, 
and is considered the most successful album of her career. 

 

  



Colombia 
 

 
 

 4 

National anthem 

Oh unfading glory! 
Oh immortal joy! 
In furrows of pain 
Good is already germinating. 
 
The fearful night came to an end, 
Liberty sublime 
Is spreading the dawns 
Of its invincible light. 
The whole of humanity, 
Which is groaning under chains, 
Understands the words 
Of the One who died on the Cross. 
 
Independence cries 
The American world; 
In heroes' blood is bathing 
The Land of Columbus. 
But this great principle: 
The King is not Sovereign 
Resounds, and those who suffer 
Praise the passion in it. 

If Colombia was your home instead of Australia, you would … 

 
 
 


