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Where is Cambodia? 

 

 

Comparisons to Australia 

 Cambodia Australia 

Population 16.6 million 25.1 million 

Area 176,520 km2 7,682,300 km2 

Population density 93 people per km2 3 people per km2 

World ranking by population 70 55 

Highest mountain Phnum Aoral (1,813 m) Mt Kosciuszko (2,228 m) 

National day National Independence Day (9 November) Australia Day (26 January) 

Life expectancy at birth 69.4 years 82.45 years 

Median age 24.3 37.5 

The flag 

The blue color symbolizes the country's royalty. The red represents the 
nation and the white represents the religion, beginning with Brahmanism, 
and the current major religion - Buddhism. The emblem of the temple 
represents the structure of the universe. 

Interesting things to know about Cambodia 

1 The capital of Cambodia is Phnom Penh. 

2 Its official name is the Kingdom of Cambodia. 

3 The currency of Cambodia is the riel although it has adopted the US dollar as one of its national 
currencies. Transactions of less than a dollar usually take place in riel. 

4 Cambodia is bordered by Thailand, Vietnam and Laos. 

5 The official language is Khmer. 

6 The official religion is Theravada Buddhism and is adhered to by about 95% of the Cambodian 
population. 

7 Angkor Wat was initially a Hindu temple but had been transformed into a Buddhist temple by the 
end of the 12th century 

8 On the roads, no-one holds anyone to any rules, and in so doing, nobody can do any wrong. 

Here it is 
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9 Is it Cambodia or Kampuchea? 

Originally known as the Kingdom of Cambodia in 1953, the country has gone through five names 
since then, only to now return to its original name. With each new reigning power, the name of the 
country has changed. Among the other names that have shared the limelight are The Khmer 
Republic, and The People’s Republic of Kampuchea. 

10 Cambodia is one of the very few countries in the world where there isn’t, and has never been, a 
McDonald’s. 

11 Nobody cares about their birthdays. 

12 Funerals are very important and can go on for 49 days. Funerals can cost up to US$9,000 – the 
average monthly income is less than US$100. 

13 You should never touch someone’s head in Cambodia – it is considered the most sacred part of 
the body. 

14 Pointing the sole of your foot at someone or something is considered most disrespectful. 

15 There are estimated to be between four and six million active landmines in Cambodia, with about 
30 people a year being killed by them. 

16 Tonle Sap Lake is on the list of UNESCO biosphere reserves, protected for its importance for 
animals and humans alike. The lake does an incredible thing twice a year – the flow of water 
changes direction and either fills up or drains the lake. The marvel makes the lake either the largest 
lake in Southeast Asia or just another, rather medium-sized, one. 

17 The birth rate is three times higher than the mortality rate. 

18 In the Khmer language, rice and food mean the same thing. 

19 There is a “blind salon” in Cambodia where you can get massages from the blind, so that these 
blind people can make something of their lives. 

20 The Buddhist New Year is celebrated in April and is referred to as the Khmer New Year. During 
this party people throw water and talcum powder together. 

21 Evidence from carbon dating suggests that Cambodia was inhabited as early as 4000 BC. 

22 The rate of deforestation in Cambodia is one of the highest in the world, third only to Nigeria and 
Vietnam. 

23 China and the UK are the largest foreign investors in Cambodia. 

24 Known as S-21, the most important prison in Cambodia during the reign of the Khmer Rouge held 
almost 14,000 prisoners, only 12 of whom survived. 

Famous people from Cambodia 

Pol Pot (19 May 1925 to 15 April 1998)  

Pol Pot, the Cambodian revolutionary leader of the Khmer Rouge served 
as the General Secretary of the Communist Party of Kampuchea. His 
regime is regarded as one of the bloodiest in history.  

His regime presided over a genocide that systematically wiped out a 
quarter of the population. He targeted the cream of the society—educated 
men and women who in any other country would have been considered 
as assets. He used the poor, uneducated and easily impressionable 
people to execute his commands, first winning them over with claims that 
he was fighting American imperialism and then keeping them on his side with tall promises.  

The fear, anger, torture, poverty, hunger and the feeling of helplessness left a horrible scar on a 
generation of Cambodians. People who survived the regime are are still trying to come to terms with 
their past. 
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National anthem 

Heaven protects our King 
And gives him happiness and glory 
To reign over our souls and our destinies, 
The one being, heir of the Sovereign builders, 
Guiding the proud old Kingdom. 
  
Temples are asleep in the forest 
Remembering the glory of the grand kingdom 
Like a rock the Khmer race is eternal. 
Let us trust in the fate of Kampuchea 
The empire which challenges the ages. 
  
Songs rise up from the pagodas 
To the glory of holy Buddhist faith. 
Let us be faithful to our ancestors' belief. 
Thus heaven will lavish its bounty 
Towards the ancient Khmer country, The Grand Kingdom. 

If Cambodia was your home instead of Australia, you would … 

 
 
 


