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Where is Sri Lanka? 

 

Comparisons to Australia 

 Sri Lanka Australia 

Population 21.3 million 25.1 million 

Area 62,710 km2 7,682,300 km2 

Population density 340 people per km2 3 people per km2 

World ranking by population 58 55 

Highest mountain Pidurutalagala Mountain (also known as 
Mount Pedro) (2,542 m) 

Mt Kosciuszko (2,228 m) 

National day Independence Day (4 February) Australia Day (26 January) 

Life expectancy at birth 75.28 years 82.45 years 

Median age 32.6 37.5 

The flag 

Each of the images and colors utilized on the flag of Sri Lanka has a 
special symbolic meaning for the country.  

The two stripes on the left hand side, for example, are said to represent 
the two major minority groups living in Sri Lanka: Muslims and Tamils.  

The dark turquoise green color stands for the Muslim population, while 
the orange color is meant to represent the Tamil population.  

The golden yellow background is supposed to stand for the smaller 
minority populations also living in this country.  

The lion situated on the right hand side is meant to stand for the Sinhalese people, who make up around 
three-quarters of the population of Sri Lanka. The four leaves in each of the corners of the maroon 
rectangle stand for each of the primary principles of Buddhism, which is the most widely practiced religion 
here.  

Additionally, the eight curling hairs on the tail of the lion represent the Noble Eightfold Path of Buddhism. 
The sword is a symbol of the autonomy of Sri Lanka.  

Finally, the maroon background is said to stand for the many minority religions that are also practiced in 
this country. 

Interesting things to know about Sri Lanka 

1 The commercial capital of Sri Lanka is Colombo. 

2 The legislative capital of Sri Lanka is Sri Jayawardenepura Kotte. 

Here it is 
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3 The currency of Sri Lanka is the Sri Lankan rupee. 

4 Sri Lankans drive on the left-hand side of the road. 

5 The main languages in Sri Lanka are Sinhala, Tamil and English.  

6 Sri Lanka has also been called “Teardrop of India” because of its proximity to India and because it 
is teardrop-shaped.  

7 In the very beginning, when Pangea existed, India and Sri Lanka were joined to the island of 
Madagascar. Afterwards they drifted northwards and collided against Asia - this is how the 
Himalayas were born. 

8 Serendipity, the term that indicates the happiness that you feel when you discover something 
unsought and unexpected while looking for something else, comes from the Persian name for Sri 
Lanka, “Serendib”, which means “island of gems”. 

9 Torn by a civil war from 1983 to 2009 and by the tsunami in 2004, Sri Lanka has not been very 
happy and peaceful in recent decades. Today, the conflict is finally over, the tourism industry is 
receiving new investments and prices are still cheap. Sri Lanka is among the cheapest destinations 
in the world. 

10 The women eat their food after the men and kids finish their meals. 

11 The elephant is the symbol of Sri Lanka, but this is not just the land of elephants. This is one of the 
best places in the world to spot leopards (it is said that in the Yala National Park there is the highest 
concentration of leopards in the world).  

12 Sri Lankas name in Sinhalese is “Shri Lanka Prajatantrika Samajavadi Janarajaya/Ilankai 
Jananayaka Choshalichak Kutiyarachu”. Try to say it. 

13 During a festival in Katharagama, the men pierce their tongues and body with needles. Some even 
walk on red hot charcoal. 

14 Sri Lanka achieved independence from Britain in 1948, and did away with its colonial name, Ceylon, 
in 1972.  

15 Sri Lanka’s population is a mosaic of different ethnic and religious groups, the two largest being 
the mainly Buddhist Sinhalese, and the predominantly Hindu Tamils; there are also considerable 
numbers of Christians and Muslims.  

16 The country’s main exports are clothing and tea but rubber, coconuts and precious gems are also 
important.  

17 Sri Lanka was first colonised by the Portuguese in 1505, then the Dutch in 1658 and then the British 
in 1796. Finally, the country gained full independence in 1948. 

18 Sri Lanka used to be called Ceylon which is a transliteration of Ceilao, the name of the country 
under the island’s first colonial rulers, Portugal. It changed its name to Sri Lanka when it became a 
republic in 1972. 

19  In 2016, the World Health Organisation declared Sri Lanka as malaria-free. Sri Lanka had been 
among the most malaria-affected countries in the mid-20th century, but the country’s Anti Malaria 
Campaign successfully targeted the mosquito-borne parasite that causes the disease. 

20 Adam’s Peak is the most sacred mountain in the country. It stands at 2,243m (797ft) and holds 
significance in several major religions thanks to the curious depression at its summit, known as the 
Sri Pada or Sacred Footprint. Buddhists believe the impression to be Buddha’s, Muslims claim it 
as the footprint of Adam’s, while Hindus believe it belongs to Shiva. Christians have also claimed 
it for St Thomas. 

21 Sri Lanka was the second-worst hit country by the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami. More than 30,000 
people were killed with over half a million displaced. 

22 Animals throughout Sri Lanka sensed the incoming tsunami up to an hour before it hit. Reports 
include elephants running away from the beach and flamingos flying to higher ground in Yala 
National Park. 
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23 Sri Lanka was embroiled in a 25-year civil war thought to have killed between 70,000 and 80,000 
people. The conflict finally ended in May 2009, when government forces seized the last Tamil Tiger 
stronghold. Recriminations over abuses by both sides continue. 

24 Sri Lanka is the world’s fourth largest tea producer (after China, India and Kenya) and third largest 
exporter. The country produces three main varieties - Ceylon black, Ceylon green and Ceylon white 
tea. 

25 Sri Lanka was the ancient world’s leading producer and exporter of cinnamon, shipping the spice 
as far as Rome. Today, it remains the third largest producer behind Indonesia and China. 

26 Sri Lanka is home to Sigiriya Rock Fortress, a gigantic column of rock rising 200m (660ft) from the 
forested plains below. Built over 1,000 years ago, the UNESCO listed World Heritage Site is Sri 
Lanka’s most popular attraction. 

27 For its size, Sri Lanka is home to an incredibly diversity of animal life - 125 species of mammal, 
433 birds, 245 butterflies, 96 snakes, 97 lizards and 383 spiders (which includes 15 tarantula 
species!). 

National anthem 

Mother Sri Lanka 
Thou Mother Lanka, oh Mother Lanka we salute, salute, salute, salute Thee! 
Plenteous in prosperity, Thou, 
Beauteous in grace and love, 
Laden with grain and luscious fruit, 
And fragrant flowers of radiant hue, 
Giver of life and all good things, 
Our land of joy and victory, 
Receive our grateful praise sublime, 
We worship Thee. 
Oh Mother Lanka! We salute, salute, salute, salute Thee! 
  
Thou gavest us Knowledge and Truth, 
Thou art our strength and inward faith, 
Our light divine and sentient being, 
Breath of life and liberation. 
Grant us, bondage free, inspiration. 
Inspire us for ever. 
Oh Mother Lanka! We salute, salute, salute, salute Thee! 
  
In wisdom and strength renewed, 
Ill-will, hatred, strife all ended, 
In love enfolded, a mighty nation 
Marching onward, all as one, 
Lead us, Mother, to fullest freedom, we worship, worship Thee. 
Oh Mother Lanka! We salute, salute, salute, salute Thee. 
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If Sri Lanka was your home instead of Australia, you would … 

 
 
 


