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Where is the Netherlands? 

 

Comparisons to Australia 

 Netherlands Australia 

Population 17,129,685 24.8 million 

Area 33,720 km2 7,682,300 km2 

Population density 508 people per km2 3 people per km2 

World ranking by population 69 54 

Highest mountain The Vaalserberg (322.4 m) Mt Kosciuszko (2,228 m) 

National day King’s Day (27 April) Australia Day (26 January) 

Life expectancy at birth 81.6 82.45 years 

Median age 42.3 37.5 

The flag 

The Dutch flag is composed of a red, white and blue tricolor and it is also known 
as The Prince's Flag. Records about the prince William of Orange´s flag appeared 
in 1572, when William led the resistance against the Spanish domination, however 
the flag was originally orange, white and blue.  

Later, the orange stripe was replaced by a red one so that it was more visible on 
the seas. The Dutch tricolor is the oldest national tricolor flag, and it served as an 
inspiration for the French and Russian tricolor. As the Russian flag later influenced 
many Slavic flags, the Dutch tricolor indirectly affected these flags as well.  

The Dutch flag is considered to be one of the oldest flags that retained its design even over times of various 
coups. 

Interesting things to know about Netherlands 

1 The capital of the Netherlands is Amsterdam but the government sits in The Hague. 

2 The official name of the country is the Kingdom of the Netherlands. It is a constitutional monarchy. 

3 The currency is the euro. Before the Netherlands joined the EU, the currency was the guilder. 

4 Netherlands is bordered by Germany and Belgium. 

5 The Netherlands translates to the “low countries”. 

6 Despite the flag being red, white and blue, orange is the national colour as the monarchy is from the 
House of Orange. The Dutch gave the world orange carrots, and orange is their sporting colour. 

7 More than a quarter of the Netherlands is below sea level. In addition to that, 50% of its land lies less 
than one metre above sea level. Schiphol is actually 4.5 meters below sea level. 
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8 Amsterdam is built entirely on poles. Because Amsterdam’s soil consists of a thick layer of fen and clay, 
all buildings are built on wooden poles that are fixed in a sandy layer that is 11 metres deep on average. 
The Royal Palace at Dam Square is built on 13,659 wooden poles. 

9 Almost 80 percent of the world’s flower bulbs come from the Netherlands, the majority of which are 
tulips. 

10 Tulips do not originate from the Netherlands. The first tulip bulbs were imported from Turkey to the 
Netherlands, where they proved to grow extremely well in Dutch soil. 

11 About 30% of all Dutch babies are born at home. 

12 After Scandinavians, the Dutch are the world’s biggest coffee drinkers. They drink 140 litres of coffee a 
year on average. 

13 86% of Dutch people speak English as a second language. 

14 Dutch women rank as the second tallest in the world with a height of 1.69cm.  

15 The Netherlands has the highest English proficiency in the world narrowly beating Denmark and 
Sweden.  

16 There are more than 1,000 windmills still standing from 1850. 

17 The Netherlands produces around six million souvenir clogs each year. 

18 The Dutch government plans to ban the sale of petrol and diesel-powered cars in 2025. 

19 The Netherlands is the world’s second biggest beer exporter. 

20 The Netherlands is home to more bikes than people, with about 18 million bikes. 

21 The Netherlands was a founding member of the EU.  

22 The Netherlands is a largely secular country - up to 40% are not religious, 30% are Catholic and 20% 
are Protestant. 

23 The Netherlands remained neutral in WWI but was invaded and occupied by Germany in WWII. 

24 It is also a founding member of the EU, NATO, OECD, WTO and also a part of Schengen Area. 

25 The Hague is dubbed as the world’s legal capital because it has Europol, Eurojust and the UN Detention 
Unit. 

26 The Netherlands is home to world’s ten best engineering firms for water project management. 

27 The country is famous for its cheese, windmills, clogs, and flatlands. 

28 The Netherlands is generally a liberal and one of the most progressive countries in the world. Abortion, 
prostitution, and euthanasia are all legal. Dutch prostitutes pay taxes to the government. 

29 Amsterdam has 1,281 bridges. 

30 The country has more than 4,000 km of navigable rivers, canals and lakes. 

31 Heineken is the world’s third-largest brewer. 

32 More than 2,400 km of dikes shield the country from the water. If these dikes were removed, almost 
65% of the Netherlands would flood daily. 

33 The Dutch fought a war for more than 80 years before they gained independence from Spain in 1648. 

34 The children move out of their parents’ house when they are 18 years old. If they do not move, it is 
considered weird. 

35 The country uses electric trains powered by the wind. 

36 Stairs are narrow in the Dutch houses. And sometimes you may have to lift your furniture from outside 
the window when you are shifting it to floors above the ground floor and up above. 

37 Drugs aren’t as easily available as you might think. While cannabis has been decriminalised, 
possession, cultivation and selling it to foreigners is illegal, even in coffee shops, as of 2012. However, 
this law is not enforced in either Amsterdam or Rotterdam. The police tend to ignore public possession 
of less than five grams. 



NETHERLANDS 
 

 
 

 3 

Famous people from the Netherlands 

Abel Tasman (1603 to 10 October 1659)  

Abel Janszoon Tasman is mainly noted for his exploration of the South Pacific in 
the hopes of discovering a new shipping route from Australia to South America to 
enhance trade possibilities for the company. During this voyage, he became the 
first European to discover New Zealand and Tasmania. Tasmania was later 
named in his honor.  

On a subsequent voyage, he traveled to Australia where he spent time mapping 
the northern coastline.  

Although his travels resulted in the discovery of several islands throughout the 
South Pacific waters, his expedition was viewed as incomplete by the Dutch East India Company. The 
company was disappointed that Tasman failed to find any useful shipping routes for their trading purposes. 
They also felt he had failed to adequately explore the islands he came across, resulting in little knowledge 
about those islands.  

Later on, Tasman met with further disgrace when he attempted to hang two of his sailors who were accused 
of insubordination. As a result, Tasman was suspended from his position with the company without salary. 
Eleven months later, he was reinstated and continued to work for the company until his retirement. 

Mata Hari (7 August 1876 to 15 October 1917) 

Margaretha Zelle or Mata Hari is known to the world as a courtesan and a 
double-agent who was executed by the French during World War I. However, her 
trials and convictions have been the subject of speculations even nine decades 
after her death.  

A lot of researchers believed that there was not enough evidence to prove the 
espionage charge and that she was wrongly convicted. There are numerous 
books written on her and several movies have been made to commemorate this 
spectacular woman, for whom her emancipation meant everything.  

In the male-dominated society of her time, she chose a path without any confines or restrictions. She was not 
the least ashamed of what she did as she believed that god has gifted her with a flawless beauty and it is not 
a crime to flaunt it. She was a feminist in her own right who pursued her dreams and lived on her own terms.  

Rembrandt (15 July 1606 to 4 October 1669)  

Rembrandt was a Dutch painter counted amongst the greatest European painters 
of all time.  

He lived during the era of the Dutch Golden Age, a period in the 17th century in 
which Dutch trade, science, military, and art were among the most acclaimed in 
the world.  

Rembrandt rose to fame as a highly creative, sincere, and empathetic artist and is 
today revered as one of the greatest artists to have ever existed.  

After embarking on a career as a professional painter, Rembrandt soon gained 
considerable fame as a portraitist. He was especially acclaimed for his self-portraits, which he created with 
an outstanding degree of sincerity and an uncompromising realism. He was also renowned for his paintings 
of biblical scenes and innovative etchings.  

Vincent van Gogh (30 March 1853 to 29 July 1890)  

Vincent van Gogh was a legendary Dutch artist whose works are known for their 
charismatic beauty, enthralling emotion and vibrant colors. Considered to be the 
greatest Dutch painter after Rembrandt, he is seen as one of the most recognizable 
painters in history.  

However, unluckily for van Gogh, much of the appreciation and glory came 
posthumously as he spent a life ridden by poverty, unstable mental health and poor 
physical state.  
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Van Gogh had a modest start in his life as he struggled for direction. He spent much of his adult life on an 
unrelenting pilgrimage tour, painting, sketching and preaching the word of God. It was in Paris that he resumed 
his old love and passion of art by studying the works of new impressionist painters, and later imitating their 
works.  

However, he later developed his own unconventional style that was bold and unflinching. Over his life, he 
completed more than 2,100 works, consisting of 860 oil paintings and more than 1,300 watercolors, drawings 
and sketches. Today, several of his paintings rank among the most expensive in the world.  

If Netherlands was your home instead of Australia, you would … 

 

National anthem 

William of Nassau am I, of German* descent;  
True to the fatherland I remain until death.  
Prince of Orange am I, free and fearless.  
To the King of Spain I have always given honour.  
 
You, my God and Lord, are my shield, on You I rely.  
On You I will build; never leave me,  
So that I may remain pious, your servant at all moments,  
Dispelling the tyranny that wounds my heart. 
 
* He was born in Dillenburg castle, in the then County of Nassau-Dillenburg, in the Holy Roman Empire, now in 

Hesse, Germany. So "of German descent" is technically correct. 

 


