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Where is Turkey? 

 
Comparisons to Australia 

 Turkey Australia 

Population 82,867,026 24.8 million 

Area 769,630 km2 7,682,300 km2 

Population density 108 people per km2 3 people per km2 

World ranking by population 17 54 

Highest mountain Mt Ararat (5,137 m) Mt Kosciuszko (2,228 m) 

National day Republic Day (28 October) Australia Day (26 January) 

Life expectancy at birth 76.4 years 82.45 years 

Median age 30.2 37.5 

The flag 

Turkey’s current flag was adopted on 23 May 1936. 

The red field of the Turkish flag represents the blood shed by soldiers who lost 
their lives during Turkey’s War of Independence against the colonial powers of 
France, England, Greece and Russia.  

The red colour was adopted from the imperial standard colour of the Ottomans, 
which represented the domains of the Empire as the successor of the Romans, 
whose official colour was red. 

The crescent and star are also symbols of the religious beliefs of the Turkish 
people. The crescent and star were popular during the Ottoman Empire. The traditional star had eight points 
that represented each of the eight states of the empire. The crescent is currently used by the Turkish 
government in honour of the religious affiliations of the nation and its people, while the white star represents 
the diversity of Turkish cultures. 

Interesting things to know about Turkey 

1 The capital of Turkey is Ankara but the largest city is Istanbul. 

2 Three percent of Istanbul located in Europe, while 97% is located in Asia. 

3 The official name of the country is the Republic of Turkey. 

4 The currency is the Turkish lira. 

5 The Istanbul tunnel is the world’s second-oldest underground railway system. 

6 The tulip was originally discovered in Turkey and is its national flower. 
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7 Turkey’s eight bordering countries are Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Georgia, Greece, Iran, Iraq and 
Syria. 

8 Geographically, Turkey sits in two continents, Europe and Asia, although around 97% of its land area is 
on the Asian side. 

9 Because of its location on top of a number plate boundaries Turkey is prone to earthquakes especially 
in the north of the country. 

10 Bargaining is a big part of Turkish culture. 

11 Istanbul was formerly known as Constantinople. It was the Roman Empire’s capital. 

12 Istanbul was the capital of three empires for 2,000 years - the Roman, Ottoman and Byzantine Empires. 

13 The place known as Troy from the legendary Trojan Wars is located in Western Turkey. 

14 The Temple of Artemis and Mausoleum of Halicarnassus, both in Turkey, two of the Seven Wonders of 
the Ancient World. 

15 There are more than ten UNESCO World Heritage Sites found in Turkey. 

16 The world’s most precious silk carpet is stored in the Mevlana Museum, which is located in Konya. 

17 Historical figures such as Homer, Aesop, and St. Paul the Apostle were all born in Turkey. 

18 In Turkey, you will find a dessert made out of chicken. It is called Tavukgogsu. 

19 Ice cream street vendors also perform circus-clown performances to attract customers. 

20 Turkish people are very patriotic. You will never hear them complain or say bad things about their 
country. 

21 Turkish public buildings commonly have a black arrow placed on their ceilings. It shows the direction of 
Mecca, which is considered to be the holiest place on Earth for Muslims. 

22 The country takes equality between men and women very seriously. Since 1750, Turkey has had 
institutions that uphold women’s rights. 

23 Julius Caesar’s famous saying, “I came, I saw, I conquered,” was spoken in the Black Sea in Turkey. 

24 The famous Gordian Knot, which was untangled by Alexander the Great, is 
located in Ankara. 

25 In the Bible, Noah’s Ark is said to have landed on Mount Ararat, located in 
Eastern Turkey. 

26 The species of birds called turkeys got their name from Turkey. 

27 The world’s oldest-known ceramics were originally from Catal Huyuk and 
Jordan Valley in Anatolia. 

28 The Antalya Museum features more than 5,000 art exhibits. 

29 It is common to kiss an elderly individual’s hand as a sign of respect. 

Famous people from Turkey 

Mary Magdalene  

Mary Magdalene is a major figure in Christianity who is said to have witnessed 
Jesus' crucifixion and resurrection. She was one of Jesus' most loyal followers who 
remained devoted to him till the very end and supported him in his final moments as 
he was being crucified. She was also the first to discover his empty tomb and 
witness the resurrection of Jesus.  

For centuries Mary Magdalene has been portrayed by the Catholic Church as a 
repentant prostitute even though there is nothing in the canonical gospels to support 
these claims.  

The Gordian knot 
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Over the centuries her life has been the subject of much speculation and debate among scholars. While 
some considered her to be a prostitute, she is considered to be a saint by the Catholic, Orthodox, Anglican 
and Lutheran churches. 

Saint Nicholas (Died 6 December 343) 

Saint Nicholas, who is also known as ‘Nicholas of Myra’ or ‘Nicholas of Bari,’ was a 
fourth century saint and Greek Bishop of Myra (today’s Demre, Turkey).  

Brought up in devotional surroundings, he became a bishop at a young age. He was 
known for providing for the poor and needy and is also called as ‘Nicholas the Wonder-
worker,’ because of the several miracles accredited to his legendary life.  

St Nicholas is the patron saint of unmarried girls, children, sailors, prisoners, students, 
merchants, and also places including Russia, Greece, Moscow among others.  

His habit of secret gift-giving became a base for the legend of Santa Claus, derived from his Dutch name 
‘Sinterklaas.’ 

Mustafa Kemal Ataturk (19 May 1881 to 10 November 1938)  

Kemal Ataturk was the founder of the Republic of Turkey.  

He was an army officer and revolutionary, who led the Turkish National Movement in the 
Turkish War of Independence and set up the provisional government at Ankara.  

His excellence in military campaigns and leadership led to victory in Turkish War of 
Independence. 

During his term as the President, he brought about various political, social and economic changes that 
transformed the country completely from being an Ottoman Empire to a modern, secular and democratic 
nation-state.  

He modernized the country through his reforms that emancipated the women, abolished Islamic institutions, 
introduced Western legal codes, dress, calendar and alphabet and helped maintain friendly relations with 
neighbouring countries.  

It was for his relentless and selfless service to the nation that he was given the surname Ataturk which means 
‘Father of the Turks.  

National anthem 

Fear not, the crimson flag, waving in these dawns will never fade  
Before the last hearth that is burning in my nation vanishes.  
That is my nation's star, it will shine;  
That is mine, it belongs solely to my nation.  
 
Oh coy crescent do not frown for I am ready to sacrifice myself for you!  
Please smile upon my heroic nation, why that anger, why that rage?  
If you frown, our blood shed for you will not be worthy.  
Freedom is the right of my nation who worships God and seeks what is right. 
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If Turkey was your home instead of Australia, you would … 

 


