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Where is India? 

 

Comparisons to Australia 

 India Australia 

Population 1,367,097,934 24.8 million 

Area 2,973,190 km2 7,682,300 km2 

Population density 460 people per km2 3 people per km2 

World ranking by population 2 54 

Highest mountain Kanchenjunga (8,586 m) Mt Kosciuszko (2,228 m) 

National day Indian Independence Day (15 August) Australia Day (26 January) 

Life expectancy at birth 68.56 years 82.45 years 

Median age 27.0 37.5 

The flag 

India's flag was adopted on 22 July 1947, after India became independent 
from Great Britain. It is a horizontal tricolour in equal proportion of deep 
saffron (orange) on the top, white in the middle and dark green at the 
bottom. 

The saffron stands for courage and sacrifice, white represents peace, unity 
and truth, green stands for faith and fertility and the blue of the centre 
symbol symbolizes the sky and the ocean. 

In the centre of the white band is a blue wheel with 24 spokes. This is the 
Dharma Chakra, the wheel of law in the Sarnath Lion Capital. The Chakra represents the continuing progress 
of the nation and the importance of justice in life. This centre symbol is a Buddhist symbol. 

Interesting things to know about India 

1 The capital of India is New Delhi but the most populated city is Mumbai (10.9 million and 12.6 million 
respectively). 

2 The official name of the country is the Republic of India. 

3 India is the second most populous country in the world after China. 

4 Its official language is Hindi but it does not have national language. 

5 The currency is the rupee. It is illegal to carry any rupee outside of India. 

6 India became an independent nation in 1947 after ending British rule that began in 1858. 

7 Once British rule was over, India was split into the Republic of India and the Islamic Republic of Pakistan. 
Later, an area between India and Pakistan became the People's Republic of Bangladesh 

8 India is bordered by Pakistan, China, Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh and Myanmar. 
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9 There is only one-time zone across all of India. 

10 The national flower is the lotus, the national fruit is the mango, and the peacock is the national bird. 

11 The national symbol of India is the endangered Bengal Tiger. 

12 India is the world’s oldest and largest continuous civilization – the Indus Valley civilization. 

13 India has the largest postal system in the world with more than 150,000 post offices, which is thrice the 
size of that of China. 

14 India has more than 300,000 active mosques. This outnumbers any other country in the world, even the 
Muslim countries. 

15 The second largest global pool of engineers and scientists is from India. 

16 India is the second largest English-speaking country in the world. 

17 India has the world’s largest Hindu population. Nearly 81% of its population identifies itself as Hindu. 
India is one of the three countries (others are Nepal and Mauritius) in the world where Hinduism is the 
majority. 

18 Bollywood is the largest movie industry in terms of output, followed by Nollywood – the movie industry 
of Nigeria. 

19 India is the world’s largest milk producer, with 16 percent of global production, followed by the United 
States of America, China, Pakistan, and Brazil. 

20 More than 4,700 daily newspapers in more than 300 languages are produced in India. 

21 India is home to the world’s biggest family - 39 wives, 94 children, and 33 grandchildren. The family lives 
in a 100-room, four-storey house set amidst the hills of Baktwang village in the Indian state of Mizoram. 

22 The Human Calculator, Shakuntala Devi is a math prodigy from India. She could calculate 
7,686,369,774,870 × 2,465,099,745,779 and provided the correct answer in 28 seconds. 

23 Benaras, now known as Varanasi is the oldest continuously inhabited city in the world. Buddha had also 
visited it. 

24 India’s space program is among the top five space programs in the world despite having budget 
constraints. 

25 India is the world’s largest importer of arms but it has never invaded or attacked any country. 

26 White tigers are only found among Indian tigers. 

27 India is the largest gold buyer in the world while the United States holds the biggest gold reserves. 

28 While tea is the most popular beverage in India, the country is also its largest producer in the world. 

Famous people from India 

Mahatma Ghandi (2 October 1869 to 30 January 1948)  

Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi was an Indian lawyer who became the 
primary leader of India's independence movement. Better known as Mahatma 
Gandhi, he not only led India to independence from British rule but also 
inspired movements for civil rights and freedom across the world in several 
other countries.  

Best remembered for his employment of nonviolent means of civil 
disobedience, he led Indians in the Dandi Salt March to protest against the 
British-imposed salt tax and launched the Quit India Movement, a mass 
protest demanding "an orderly British withdrawal" from India.  

Born into a religious family in British India, he was raised by parents who emphasized religious tolerance, 
simplicity and strong moral values. As a young man he went to England to study law and later started 
working in South Africa. There he witnessed rampant acts of racism and discrimination that angered him 
greatly.  
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He spent more than two decades in South. Upon his return to India he became active in the Indian 
Independence Movement, ultimately leading his motherland to independence from the British rule. He was 
also a social activist who campaigned for women’s rights, religious tolerance and reduction of poverty. 

 Jawaharlal Nehru (14 November 1889 to 27 May 1964) 

An iconic politician and a revolutionary, Jawaharlal Nehru is widely admired for 
his astute idealism and statesmanship.  

Endowed with a wonderful political outlook and futuristic thinking, Nehru went 
on to become a paramount leader of the Indian independence movement. He 
was undoubtedly the central figure of the 20th century Indian politics and 
contributed much to the nation both before and after Independence.  

With Gandhi as his mentor, Nehru worked his way to become an important 
leader of the Indian National Congress. He was the first to call for complete independence from the British.  

Upon achieving independence, Nehru became the first Prime Minister of the nation.  

He played a major role in making India a sovereign, socialist, secular, and democratic republic. For the 
same, Nehru is often referred to as the ‘architect of modern India’. He shaped modern India's government 
and political culture along with a sound foreign policy. 

Spike Milligan (16 April 1918 to 27 February 2002)  

Born in Ahmednagar, India, Terence Alan Patrick Sean Milligan but popularly 
known as Spike Milligan, Spike was a comedian, actor, poet and writer all rolled 
into one.  

He was a multi-faceted personality who created several comedy shows for radio 
and television, authored many books, and also acted in various films. In spite of 
having many great works to his credit, his ticket to immortality was the radio 
comedy program, ‘The Goon Show’ for which he is remembered even today.  

The show was a British program broadcast by BBC, and had listeners in several 
countries across the world. The show was a tremendous success that catapulted 
Milligan to international fame.  

His celebrity status as a radio star led to film offers and he made quite a few movie appearances in comic 
roles. He was also a prolific poet and writer; he specialized in writing silly poems for children. He wrote a series 
of pastiche novels—funny rewritings of original works—on topics ranging from the Bible to Robin Hood. Though 
most of his works were related to comedy and humour, he also wrote about serious issues in his war memoirs. 

Rudyard Kipling (30 December 1865 to 18 January 1936)  

Joseph Rudyard Kipling was an English poet, short story writer and a novelist, 
chiefly remembered for his works for children and support for British imperialism.  

Born in British India in the middle of the nineteenth century, he was sent to 
England at the age of six for his education. Later he returned to India to begin his 
career as a journalist, but soon gave it up to return to his home country, where he 
concentrated full time on writing.  

After his marriage he lived for some years in Vermont, USA, before returning for 
good to England. He was a prolific writer whose children’s books are revered as 
classics of children’s literature.  

It is believed that at one point he was offered poet laureateship and on several occasions considered for 
knighthood, but he refused them. However, he accepted the Nobel Prize in Literature, which made him the 
first English writer to receive the honor. 
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If India was your home instead of Australia, you would … 

 

National anthem 

Thou art the rulers of the minds of all people,  
dispenser of India's destiny.  
Thy name rouses the hearts of Punjab, Sind, Gujarat and Maratha,  
Of the Dravida and Orissa and Bengal;  
It echoes in the hills of the Vindhyas and Himalayas,  
mingles in the music of Yamuna and Ganga and is chanted by  
the waves of the Indian Sea.  
They pray for thy blessings and sing thy praise.  
The saving of all people waits in thy hand,  
thou dispenser of India's destiny,  
Victory, victory, victory to thee. 


