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Where is Spain? 

 

Comparisons to Australia 

 Spain Australia 

Population 46,430,002 24.8 million 

Area 498,800 km2 7,682,300 km2 

Population density 93 people per km2 3 people per km2 

World ranking by population 30 54 

Highest mountain Teide (3,718 m) Mt Kosciuszko (2,228 m) 

National day Fiesta Nacional de España (12 October) Australia Day (26 January) 

Life expectancy at birth 83.1 years 82.9 years 

Median age 43.6 37.5 

The flag 

Red and yellow were selected as the colours for the flag of Spain as these 
are seen as traditional Spanish colours. This is because they were used 
on the coat of arms of the original Spanish kingdoms.  

The flag also features Spain’s coat of arms quite prominently, which has 
its own meaning. There is a crowned shield which is guarded by the Pillars 
of Hercules, which are meant to symbolize Gibraltar and Cueta. Each 
quarter of the shield has a badge that represents the original kingdoms. 
The shield also has the emblem of the House of Bourbon.  

A pomegranate at the bottom of the shield represents Grenada, and the pillars feature a red scroll with the 
motto, “There is more beyond,” written on it.  

Interesting things to know about Spain 

1 The capital of Spain is Madrid. Madrid is in the physical centre of the country. 

2 The official name of the country is the Kingdom of Spain. 

3 The currency of Spain is the euro. 

4 Spain is the second biggest country in the EU. 

5 Not all Spaniards are native speakers of (Castilian) Spanish. There are four official languages in Spain 
(Castilian, Catalan, Basque and Galician). 

6 Spanish is the world’s second most spoken mother tongue, behind English. 

7 It’s the only European country with cities on African soil – Ceuta and Melilla. 

Here it is 
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8 The Spaniards have a completely different life rhythm from other Europeans. They typically have lunch 
between 1 and 3 pm, and dinner around 10 pm. 

9 Spanish culture greatly influenced modern art from the late 1800s, with artists like Antoni Gaudí (Art 
Nouveau), Pablo Picasso (expressionism, cubism, surrealism), Joan Miró (surrealism), and Salvador 
Dalí (surrealism). 

10 Flamenco is not actually a dance; it’s a musical style, which sometimes has dancing in it. 

11 Spain is renowned for its lively festivals, including San Fermín (the running of the bulls) in Pamplona 
and Tomatina (the tomato battle) in Buñol. 

12 More than 150,000 tomatoes are usually thrown at La Tomatina. 

13 The national anthem of Spain has no words. 

14 There are no laws about public nudity in Spain. 

15 Spain produces 43% of the world’s supply of olive oil, which makes it the largest global producer. 

16 From 2008 to 2013, the Spanish national football team was named FIFA Team of the Year. 

17 Spain won its first World Cup football title in 2010, which made it the 8th country to have ever won. 

18 The tooth fairy is a mere rodent in Spain, referred to as Ratoncito Pérez. 

19 Spain was the world’s third most popular tourist destination in 2013 (after France and the US). 

20 Don Quixote, the famous book written by Spanish author Miguel de Cervantes in 1605, was voted the 
most meaningful book of all time in 2002 by a panel of top authors. 

21 Traditionally, you have two surnames in Spain – the first surname from your father, and the second from 
your mother. 

22 Spaniards celebrate the New Year by eating one grape with their family for each bell strike of the clock. 

23 The quill pen is thought to have originated in Spain about 1,400 years ago. 

24 The Spanish often use gestures with, or to substitute for, words.  

25 There are fewer marriages in Spain than in any other EU country, except Sweden. 

26 The divorce rate in Spain is 17% (relatively low compared to over 50% in the USA). 

27 Spain has the second highest number of bars per inhabitant. 

28 La Sagrada Família will take longer to complete than the Egyptian pyramids. It started in 1882 and is 
hoped to be completed in 2026 (the centennial of Gaudí’s death), though it might not be finished until 
as late as 2040. The Great Pyramid, by comparison, only took 20 years. 

29 Tortillas in Spain are not the same as tortillas elsewhere. Tortilla española refers to a very popular egg 
and potato dish. Spaniards use the word tortitas to refer to flour/corn tortillas. 

30 Most households buy fresh bread every day. Traditionally, they are long baguettes called barras or 
pistolas. Bread is present (and required) at almost every meal. 

31 Tomatoes, potatoes, avocados, tobacco, and cacao (for chocolate) were all imported into Europe by 
Spain. 

32 Though Spain is more famous for its red wine than white, the majority of its vineyards have white grapes. 

33 Spain is one of the world’s biggest producers of saffron, an important ingredient in paella. 

34 The Madrid subway is the second largest underground system in Europe and the sixth largest system 
in the world. 

35 The family is the basis of the social structure and includes both the nuclear and the extended family, 
which sometimes provides both a social and a financial support network. 

36 Owning one’s home is very important to Spanish people, and some 80% of Spanish households do. 

37 The majority of Spaniards are formally Roman Catholic, although different religious beliefs are accepted. 

38 People are often referred to as Don or Dona and their first name within formal occasions. 
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39 If invited to a Spaniard’s home, you can bring chocolates, pastries, cakes, wine, liqueur, brandy, or 
flowers to the hostess. 

40 In business, face-to-face contact is preferred to written or telephone communication. 

41 Despite the beret being associated with France, the Basques in Northeast Spain invented it. 

42 It is not customary to tip in Spain, especially for cheap meals. 

43 Each regional country of Spain – Pais Vasco, Cataluña, Galicia – has its own language, hymn, and flag. 

44 Barcelona has 15 million visitors per year, while Madrid has only 6 or 7. 

45 The Madrid-Barcelona route has the highest number of flights per week in the world. 

46 Spain has more than 8,000 beaches. 

47 The name Spain diverged from the word Ispania, which means the land of rabbits. 

48 On 15 May all the single women in Madrid visit the chapel called Ermita de San Isidro to prick their 
fingers with pins and put it in a vessel, in order to find a husband. 

49 Same sex marriage has been legal in Spain since 2005. 

50 On St George’s Day (23 April) in Barcelona, it’s customary to exchange a book and/or a rose with the 
person you love. 

51 Spaniards own more cars than cell phones. 

52 The stapler was invented in Spain. 

Famous people from Spain  

Rafael Nadal (born 3 June 1986)  

Rafael Nadal is a tennis player from Spain who began playing when he 
was just three years old.  

With an innate talent in both football and tennis, he chose the latter as his 
career. He began playing in junior tennis championships, and moved on 
to professional tennis, with the 'ATP' tournaments. Known mainly for his 
prowess on the clay court, he was on the number one spot for quite some 
time, before suffering from serious knee injuries that affected his game.  

He shares the record of bagging two Grand Slam titles on different kinds 
of courts, with former Swedish player Mats Wilander. He is also the first 
tennis player to have won Grand Slam tournaments for ten years at a 
stretch.  

The earlier record was held by Roger Federer, Björn Borg, and Pete Sampras, for having won the titles for 
eight years at a go. Nadal is most famous for his on-field rivalry with Swiss player Roger Federer, Serbian 
Novak Djokovic, and Andy Murray from Scotland. This professional player from Spain lays has 14 wins at the 
‘Grand Slam’ singles, 4 ‘Davis Cup’ titles, an ‘Olympic’ gold medal, and numerous ‘ATP’ trophies to his credit 

Antonio Banderas (born 10 August 1960) 

Antonio Banderas is a Spanish film actor, director, producer and singer. 
He began his acting career with a series of films by maverick director 
Pedro Almodóvar.  

Following a string of early projects with the director, he attracted 
international attention as an obsessed kidnapper in Almodóvar's 
controversial, Tie Me Up! Tie Me Down!. He was introduced to American 
audiences in Madonna's documentary, Truth or Dare and The Mambo 
Kings.  

Proving that he was more than just a pretty face, the actor drew rave 
reviews for his performance as Tom Hanks' devoted lover in the 
Academy Award-winning AIDS drama, Philadelphia.  
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Banderas quickly cashed in as an action hero in hits like Robert Rodriguez's ‘Desperado’ and as the titular 
swordsman in ‘The Mask of Zorro’, opposite Catherine Zeta-Jones. He made his directorial debut with ‘Crazy 
in Alabama’, a comedy-drama starring his wife, Melanie Griffith. He also took part in several family features, 
including Rodriguez's popular Spy Kids franchise and as the voice of Puss in Boots in ‘Shrek 2’ and its 
subsequent sequels. For the first time in more than two decades, he reunited with Almodóvar for the 
psychological thriller, ‘The Skin I Live In’, delivering what some called his most compelling work in years. 

Catherine of Aragon (16 December 1485 to 7 January 1536)  

Catherine of Aragon was the Queen of England who ruled from 1509 to 
1533. She was three years old when her fate as the future Queen of 
England was sealed following her engagement to Prince Arthur, Prince of 
Wales, heir apparent to the English throne.  

Despite her marriage to Arthur in 1501, tragedy struck her early on in life. To 
start off with, Arthur died an untimely death. She was then betrothed to 
Henry, Duke of York who went on to become King Henry VIII.  

Following her marriage to the King, she was instated as the Queen of 
England. She proved to be a competent regent while King Henry VIII was 
campaigning in France.  

But tragedy struck her life yet again by mid-1520s as King Henry VIII was enamoured by Anne Boleyn and 
grew to be greatly dissatisfied with his marriage to Catherine as she did not give birth to a male heir. What 
followed was a controversial string of events involving King’s plea for annulment of his marriage to Catherine, 
Catherine’s defence argument, Pope’s verdict, King’s secret marriage to Anne Boleyn and Catherine’s 
banishment, and the establishment of the Chirch of England. 

 

If Spain was your home instead of Australia, you would … 

 
 


