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Where is Vietnam? 

 

Comparisons to Australia 

 Vietnam Australia 

Population 97,025,612 24.8 million 

Area 310,070 km2 7,682,300 km2 

Population density 314 people per km2 3 people per km2 

World ranking by population 15 54 

Highest mountain Fansipan (3,143 m) Mt Kosciuszko (2,228 m) 

National day Independence Day (2 September) Australia Day (26 January) 

Life expectancy at birth 71.8 years 82.45 years 

Median age 30.9 37.5 

The flag 
The flag of Vietnam was designed in 1940 and used during an uprising 
against French rule in southern Vietnam that year.  

Red symbolizes the goals of social revolution behind the Vietnamese, 
national uprising. The star represents the five main classes in Vietnamese 
society—intellectuals, farmers, workers, businesspeople and military 
personnel. 

The flag was used by the Viet Minh, a communist-led organization created in 
1941 to oppose Japanese occupation. At the end of World War II, Viet Minh 
leader Ho Chi Minh proclaimed Vietnam independent and signed a decree 
on 5 September 1945 adopting the flag as the flag of the North Vietnam. The DRV became the government of 
North Vietnam in 1954 following the Geneva Accords. The flag was modified on 30 November 1955 to make 
the edges of the star sharper. Until the end of the Vietnam War in 1975, South Vietnam used a yellow flag with 
three red stripes.  

The red flag of North Vietnam was later adopted as the flag of the unified Vietnam in 1976. 

Interesting things to know about Vietnam 

1 The capital of Vietnam is Hanoi. 

2 The official name of the country is the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. 

3 The country’s name was originally spelled as two words, Viet Nam. 

4 The official language is Vietnamese. 

5 The currency of Vietnam is the dong. 
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6 The main religion is Vietnamese folk religion (73.1%), followed by Buddhism (12.2%) and Roman 
Catholicism (6.9%). 

7 Vietnam is bordered by China, Laos and Cambodia. 

8 Soccer is the most popular sport in Vietnam, other sports of interest include table tennis, volleyball, 
badminton, tennis and martial arts. 

9 Vietnamese culture is a complex adaptation of Chinese, Japanese, French and American colonial 
influences. 

10 Two rivers in Vietnam, the Mekong in the south and the Red river in the north of the country reach the 
sea spread over huge swampy delta plains. 

11 Hanoi, with an estimated population of just under 6.5 million, is the second largest city in Vietnam. The 
largest city is Ho Chi Minh City which had a population of just under 7.5 million in 2010. 

12 France gained control of Vietnam in 1890, with Japan briefly taking the nation during World War II. In 
1945, Ho Chi Minh, the leader of the Vietnamese Communist Party, declared Vietnam an independent 
country. After fighting between the French and communist Vietnam ended in 1954 the communist North 
and non-communist South were separated. 

13 1957 to 1975 saw war between North and South Vietnam. Countries including the United States, Russia, 
and China became involved. The country was reunified under a communist regime. The 1990s saw 
economic progress as a free-market system and trade with the West began again. 

14 Traditional culture of Vietnam involves focusing on humanity and harmony, with family and the 
community valued highly. 

15 The Vietnamese worship a number of cultural symbols, such as the Vietnamese dragon (mythical holy 
dragon), the lac (mythical holy bird), the turtle and the horse. 

16 Vietnam has a high level of biodiversity, it is home to approximately 16% of the world's species. 

17 In religious construction, pagodas are for worship and offerings, while temples are built to honour 
historical figures. 

18 Vietnam is also home to the world’s largest cave, Son Doong. 

19 The Bin Chau Hotsprings are hot enough to boil eggs. 

20 The Perfume River is so named due to the scent of the tropical flowers that fall onto the water during 
autumn. 

21 The country has a literacy level of 94%. 

22 The Vietnamese rate of unemployment is one of the lowest of all developing countries in the world. 

23 School children are summoned by traditional gongs instead of bells. 

24 Nguyen is the most common name in the country. 

25 Ha Long Bay is of such scenic beauty that it was included as one of the New Seven Wonders of Nature, 
as well as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 
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If Vietnam was your home instead of Australia, you would … 

 

National anthem 

Verse 1 

Soldiers of Vietnam, we go forward, 

With the one will to save our Fatherland 

Our hurried steps are sounding on the long and 
arduous road 

Our flag, red with the blood of victory, bears the 
spirit of our country 

The distant rumbling of the guns mingles with our 
marching song. 

The path to glory passes over the bodies of our 
foes. 

Overcoming all hardships, together we build our 
resistance bases. 

Ceaselessly for the people's cause we struggle, 

Hastening to the battle field! 

Forward! All together advancing! 

Our Vietnam is strong eternal. 

Verse 2 

Soldiers of Vietnam, we go forward, 

The gold star of our flag in the wind 

Leading our people, our native land, out of misery 
and suffering 

Let us join our efforts in the fight for the building of 
a new life. 

Let us stand up and break our chains. 

For too long have we swallowed our hatred 

Let us keep ready for all sacrifices and our life will 
be radiant. 

Ceaselessly for the people's cause we struggle, 

Hastening to the battlefield! 

Forward! All together advancing! 

Our Vietnam is strong eternal. 

 


