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Where is Mexico? 

 

Comparisons to Australia 

 Mexico Australia 

Population 131.6 million 24.8 million 

Area 1,943,950 km2 7,682,300 km2 

Population density 68 people per km2 3 people per km2 

World ranking by population 10 54 

Highest mountain Pico de Orizaba (5,636 m) Mt Kosciuszko (2,228 m) 

National day Independence Day (16 September) Australia Day (26 January) 

Life expectancy at birth 76.6 82.45 years 

Median age 27.9 37.5 

The flag 

The Mexican tricolour consists of green, white and red vertical stripes. In 
the middle of the white stripe, there is a national emblem depicting an 
eagle clutching a snake in its talons and beak. Under this scene, an oak 
and laurel branches tied with a ribbon in the colours of the tricolour are 
portrayed.  

The symbolism of colours is as follows: green stands for independence, 
white for chastity and purity of religion, and red refers to blood union of 
local ethnic groups - the blood of Spanish, Indian and bi-racial. 

Interesting things to know about Mexico 

1 The proper name of Mexico is the United Mexican States. 

2 The capital of Mexico is Mexico City. 

3 The currency is the Mexican peso. 

4 The official language is Spanish. Mexico is the most populated Spanish-speaking country in the world. 

5 While the charreada (a competitive sport similar to a rodeo) is Mexico's national sport, fútbol (aka soccer) 
is currently more popular. 

6 Mexico hosted the FIFA Football World Cup twice, in 1970 and 1986. 

7 The Rio Grande is the longest river in Mexico. 

8 The largest wildcat in North America is the jaguar, which can be found in Mexico's southern jungles. 

9 The first printing press in North America was used in Mexico City in 1539. 

Here it is 
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10 Millions of monarch butterflies migrate to Mexico every year from the US and Canada, though logging 
operations are rapidly destroying their habitat. 

11 The border between Mexico and the United States is the second longest border in the world (only the 
US-Canadian border is longer). 

12 Mexican children do not receive presents on Christmas Day. They receive gifts on 6 January, the day 
on which Mexicans celebrate the arrival of the Wise Men. 

13 Mexico City is built over a lake and is sinking at a rate of six to eight inches a year as pumps draw water 
out for the city’s growing population. 

14 Mexico is the 14th largest country in the world by total area.  

15 Modern Mexicans are a unique blend of many ancient civilizations, including the Olmec, Zapotec, Toltec, 
Maya, Aztec, Inca, African, French, and Spanish. 

16 Mexico is second only to Brazil in the number of Catholic citizens. 

17 One unusual Mayan weapon was a hornet bomb, which was an actual hornet’s nest thrown at enemies 
during battle. 

18 The Aztecs adopted human sacrifice from earlier cultures (such as the Olmecs) because they believed 
the universe would come to an end and the sun would cease to move without human blood. 

19 The Aztecs played ritual ball game known as tlachtli in which the losers were often sacrificed to the 
gods. 

20 Mexico is in the Ring of Fire, one of the earth’s most violent earthquake and volcano zones. 

21 Mexico is home to a very rare rabbit called the volcano rabbit which lives near Mexican volcanoes. 

22 Mexico remained under Spanish control for nearly 300 years until the Mexican people, led by a priest 
named Father Hidalgo, revolted against the Spanish on 16 September 1810. 

23 Spanish conquerors brought bullfighting to Mexico, and, second to Spain, Mexico now has the most 
bullfighting rings in the world. Bullfighting takes place from November to April, and the Plaza Mexico is 
the largest bullring in the world. 

24 Texas was a Mexican province which declared its independence from Mexico in 1836, resulting in war 
with the United States (1836-1838). 

25 The largest pyramid in the world is the Great Pyramid of Cholula in Mexico. It is also the largest 
monument ever constructed in the world. 

26 Surprisingly, there is only one gun shop in Mexico where people can buy guns legally. The majority of 
the guns in Mexico are smuggled in from the US. 

27 Mexico uses four timezones. 

28 Mexico City boasts the most museums in the world, making it a cultural hub. It also has more than 30 
concert halls and 100 art galleries. 

29 When it comes to the number of theatres, Mexico City trails only after New York, London and Toronto. 
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If Mexico was your home instead of Australia, you would … 

 

National anthem 

 
 


