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Where is Suriname? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comparisons to Australia 

 Suriname Australia 

Population 570,657 24.8 million 

Area 156,000 km2 7,682,300 km2 

Population density 4 people per km2 3 people per km2 

World ranking by population 170 54 

Highest mountain Juliana Top (1,280 m) Mt Kosciuszko (2,228 m) 

National day Republic Day (25 November) Australia Day (26 January) 

Life expectancy at birth 71.8 years 82.45 years 

Median age 28.7 37.5 

The flag 
The flag of Suriname is formed by five horizontal bands of green (top, double 
width), white, red (quadruple width), white, and green (double width). There is 
a large, yellow, five-pointed star centred in the red band. 

The flag was adopted on 25 November 1975 upon the independence of 
Suriname. The star represents the unity of all ethnic groups, the red stripe 
stands for progress and love, the green for hope and fertility, and the white 
bands for peace and justice. 

Interesting things to know about Suriname 

1 The capital of Suriname is Paramaribo. 

2 The official name of the country is the Republic of Suriname. 

3 The official language is Dutch. 

4 The main religion is Christianity (48.4%), followed by Hindu (22.3%) and Muslim (13.9%). 

5 Suriname is bordered by Guyana, French Guiana and Brazil 

6 Suriname was formerly known as Dutch Guiana. 

7 It was also spelled as Surinam but was officially changed to Suriname in January 1978. 

8 Between 1667 and 1954, Suriname was a Dutch colony. 

9 In 1954 Suriname, became one of the constituent countries of the Netherlands until November 1975, 
when it became an independent state. 

10 Suriname is the only territory outside Europe where Dutch is spoken by a majority of the population. 

11 Almost 45% of the country’s population is between the age group 25-54 years. 
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12 Indigenous people are estimated to have inhabited the region dating back to 3000 BC. 

13 Suriname is one of the top producers of bauxite in the world. It also mines gold. 

14 Suriname also has one of the largest protected areas of rainforest in the world – the central Suriname 
Nature Reserve. It is also a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The rainforest covers the southern four-fifths 
of the country. 

15 The country has a very little amount of arable land, under 1% of the total land area. And only half of this 
land is under cultivation. 

16 The tapir is the largest land mammal in Suriname. 

17 There are close to 350 species of fish in the coastal and inland waters of the country. 

18 Rivers and canals are an important mode of transport in the country as the roads are not much 
developed. 

19 Dutch is the preferred language of instruction in the schools.  

20 Education is compulsory for children up to age 12. Suriname’s literacy rate is 95.6%. 

21 Football, basketball, and volleyball are the country’s most popular sports. Unfortunately, Suriname does 
not have any official sports team associated with any of these sports. 

If Suriname was your home instead of Australia, you would … 

 

National anthem 

 


