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Where is Hungary? 

 

Comparisons to Australia 

 Hungary Australia 

Population 9.6 million 25 million 

Area 90,530 km2 7,682,300 km2 

Population density 107 people per km2 3 people per km2 

World ranking by population 92 54 

Highest mountain Kékes 1,014 m Mt Kosciuszko (2,228 m) 

National day State Foundation Day (20 August) Australia Day (26 January) 

Life expectancy at birth 75.9 years 82.45 years 

Median age 42.0 37.5 

The flag 

The flag of Hungary is a horizontal tricolour of red, white and green. In this exact 
form, it has been the official flag of Hungary since 23 May 1957. The flag's form 
originates from national republican movements of the 18th and 19th centuries, 
while its colours are from the Middle Ages. 

Folklore of the romantic period attributed the colours to virtues - red for strength, 
white for faithfulness and green for hope. Alternatively, red for the blood spilled 
for the fatherland, white for freedom and green for the land, for the pastures of Hungary.  

Interesting things to know about Hungary 

1 The capital of Hungary is Budapest. Budapest is made up of two towns – Buda and Pest. 

2 The currency is the forint (HUF). 

3 Hungarians drive on the right-hand side of the road. 

4 Hungary is landlocked, and is bordered by Austria, Slovakia, Ukraine, Romania, Serbia, Slovenia and 
Croatia. 

5 The national sport of Hungary is soccer, although water polo is also very popular.  

6 Hungarians still refer to the match of the century in 1953 when Hungary beat England 6-3 at Wembley 
Stadium in England, marking the first time the English had ever lost to a continental team on home soil. 

7 Quite possibly the most famous game of water polo in history was the bloody play-off between Hungary 
and the USSR at the 1956 Melbourne Olympics, in which Hungary won 4-0 before the game was called 
off to avoid a riot. 

8 The musical condom, which plays a tune while being unrolled, was invented by Ferenc Kovács and 
launched in Hungary in June 1966. 

Here it is 
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9 Hungarians refer to themselves and their language as Magyar, which is the direct descendant of the 
language spoken by the Huns. There are only two languages related to it in Europe – Finnish and 
Estonian. 

10 The 1986 Hungarian Grand Prix was the first Formula One race to take place behind the Iron Curtain. 

11 The number 96 is important in Hungary. Arpad was chosen as first king of the Magyars and the beginning 
of the Hungarian state in AD 896. To celebrate Hungary’s millennial anniversary in 1896, the first metro 
was built in Budapest. By law, the highest buildings in Budapest can be no taller than 96 feet high, and 
the Hungarian national anthem takes 96 seconds to sing, if done at proper tempo. 

12 Financier George Soros was born in Hungary. He has given away some 45% of his net worth. In 2013, 
his charitable donations totalled US$734m, according to Forbes.com, putting him No 5 on their list of 
philanthropists, after Bill and Melinda Gates, Warren Buffett, and Mark Zuckerberg. 

13 Hungary has public bathing practices that go back to Roman times. The country boasts around 1,500 
spas, 450 of which are public. 

14 Hungary ranks 10th in the number of summer Olympic medals won, with a total of 491 medals. Hungary 
is second only to Finland in terms of overall (and gold) medals per head of capita. 

15 Wine has been produced in Hungary since the 5th century AD. In 1737, King Karoly named the Tokaj 
wine region a national wine area, making it the world’s first official wine region, almost 120 years before 
France’s Bordeaux. 

16 Parents are required to name their child from a pre-approved list of names. If a mother or father wants 
to name their child a name not on the list, they must apply to the Research Institute for Linguistics of the 
Hungarian Academy of Sciences and hope it gets approved. 

17 Hungarian fencer Aladár Gerevich is regarded as the greatest swordsman who ever lived. He won gold 
medals in six consecutive Olympics from 1932 to 1960. 

18 Hungary has cowboys, called czikós. The cowboy tradition goes back to the Magyars, who may have 
come to Hungary from central Asia. 

19 Hungarians never clink their glasses, or bottles, of beer. According to legend, when 13 Hungarians 
generals were executed in Austria, during the Revolution of 1848, Austrians clinked their beer glasses 
after each execution. Therefore, Hungarians refuse to clink glasses as a way to honor the generals’ 
memory. 

20 Lake Balaton is the second largest lake in Europe and the largest in central Europe. It is known as the 
“Hungarian Sea.” It is 77 km long, 3 to 14 km wide, and covers an area of 601 km2. 

21 Mangalitsa pigs are a unique breed of pig that resemble sheep as much as pigs and are a little known 
Hungarian breed. They are the result of a 19th century Austro-Hungarian experiment breeding wild boar 
with a pig bred especially for lard. Called the Kobe Beef of pork, they are prized for their well-marbled 
meat. There are 60,000 Mangalitsas worldwide, with 50,000 being in Hungary. 

22 Hungary is the world’s second leading producer of foie gras, after France. 

23 The body of Attila the Hun, “the Scourge of God,” was reputedly buried in a triple-layered coffin of gold, 
silver, and lead and then submerged in Hungary’s Tisza River at an unknown spot. 

24 Irish author Bram Stoker based his Dracula on an actual 15th century figure, Vlad the Impaler. He 
terrorized Wallachia, which was part of Hungary at the time, until King Matthias put him in jail. Dracula 
means Son of the Devil, or little Devil. 

25 The Magyars were so skilled at riding and shooting that a common Christian prayer in the Middle Ages 
was “Save us, o Lord, from the arrows of the Hungarians”. 

26 Hungary was one of the first communist-era countries to oppose the Soviet regime during the Cold War, 
notably with the Hungarian Revolution of 1956. In 1989, Hungary was the first communist-bloc country 
to open its borders with Western Europe. 

27 Elvis Presley was named an official citizen of Budapest in 2011 and also has a landmark 
commemorating him. He was an unlikely hero for the Hungarian people during the 1956 Uprising, when 
he sang “Peace in the Valley” on US national TV to bring attention to the Revolution. Elvis Presley 
Boulevard is a dirt road on the outskirts of Budapest. 
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28 The Volkswagen Beetle was created by Hungarian-born engineer Béla Barényi in 1938. He was the 
inventor of 2,500 inventions in the automobile industry, including Passive Safety in 1951 which divided 
the car into three collision zones. Crash tests are still associated with his name. 

Famous people from Hungary 

 Harry Houdini (24 March 1874 to 31 October 1926) 

Harry Houdini, born as Erik Weisz, was the world’s most celebrated magician who 
enthralled audiences through his daring and unbelievable escape feats.  

Fascinated by the French magician Jean Robert-Houdin, Harry Houdini not only 
stepped into the latter’s shoes, but also adopted his surname in embarking a 
flourishing, money-making career.  

His fantastic stunts added to his great illusion career, with his underwater box 
escape being considered as one of his most remarkable tricks ever performed.  

As a passionate aviator, he bought his own aircraft and became the first person to 
fly a plane in Australia. In fact, he desired to be remembered as an aviation pioneer more than a legendary 
escapologist. 

Ernö Rubik (born 13 July 1944)  

The Rubik’s Cube is one of most popular toys of all time and a staple to the popular 
culture of the 1980s. It was invented by and named after Ernő Rubik, a young 
Hungarian professor. He taught architecture at the time and had always been amazed 
by the complexities of structure and math.  

In an attempt to challenge his students, Rubik engineered a solid cube that could be 
twisted many different ways and not fall apart. As a handmade item, this was a difficult 
enough feat – but the real trick was the puzzle included in the toy. Each side was 
painted a solid color; twisting the cube randomly would rearrange the pieces, and the 
near impossible objective would be to work out how to put this cube back correctly 
again.  

It took Rubik himself over a month to figure out the solution to the problem he created. He had difficulty getting 
this toy patented and sold, facing many rejections from toy companies. However, once the toy took off and 
was able to get outside of communist Hungary, it defined a generation.  

It is estimated that one in seven people in the world have touched a Rubik’s Cube. Rubik continues to work as 
an educationist and is a board member of the Rubik’s company. 

Judit Polgár (born 23 July 1976) 

Judit Polgár is a Hungarian chess grandmaster, and is generally considered the 
strongest female chess player of all time.  

In 1991, Polgár achieved the title of Grandmaster at the age of 15 years and 4 
months, at the time the youngest to have done so, breaking the record previously 
held by former World Champion Bobby Fischer.  

She was the youngest ever player to break into the FIDE Top 100 players rating 
list, ranking No 55 in the January 1989 rating list, at the age of 12.  

She is the only woman to qualify for a World Championship tournament, having done so in 2005. She is the 
first, and to date only, woman to have surpassed 2700 Elo, reaching a career peak rating of 2735 and peak 
world ranking of No 8, both achieved in 2005.  

She was the No 1 rated woman in the world from January 1989 until the March 2015 rating list. 
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Ferenc Puskás (2 April 1927 to 17 November 2006)  

Hungarian footballer and manager, widely regarded as one of the greatest 
footballers of all time.  

A prolific forward, he scored 84 goals in 85 international matches for Hungary, and 
514 goals in 529 matches in the Hungarian and Spanish leagues. He was voted top 
goalscorer of the 20th century by IFFHS.  

He became an Olympic champion in 1952 and led his nation to the final of the 1954 
World Cup where he was named the tournament's best player.  

He won three European Cups (1959, 1960, 1966), 10 national championships (5 
Hungarian and 5 Spanish Primera División) and 8 top individual scoring honors. 

 

If Hungary was your home instead of Australia, you would … 

 

 

National anthem 

(to be sung in 96 seconds) 

God Bless the Hungarians  

With good cheer and propriety  

Extend a protective arm  

If they fight the enemy.  

Torn by misfortune for long,  

Give them happy years.  

These people have expiated  

The past and the future. 


