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Comparisons to Australia 

 Iran Australia 

Population 81.9 million 24.7 million 

Area 1,628,550 km2 7,682,300 km2 

Population density 50 people per km2 3 people per km2 

World ranking by population 18 54 

Highest mountain Mount Damavand (5,610 m) Mt Kosciuszko (2,228 m) 

National day Iranian Islamic Republic Day, determined by the 
vernal equinox, but usually about 1 April 

Australia Day (26 January) 

Life expectancy at birth 75.59 years 82.45 years 

Median age 30.1 37.5 

The flag 

The flag of Iran was officially adopted on 29 July 1980. The colours of 
the flag date to the mid-18th century - green represents Islam, white 
represents peace, and red means courage.  

The centred symbol is said to symbolize the five pillars of Islam. 
According to sources, the white stylized script on the red and green 
panels, repeated 22 times, is the Islamic phrase Allahu Akbar, meaning 
"God is greater than to be described”. The centred sword is 
representative of the country's strength. 

Interesting things to know about Iran 

1 The official name of the country is the Islamic Republic of Iran. 

2 The capital of Iran is Tehran. 

3 The currency is the Iranian Rial. 

4 Iran is bordered by Iraq, Turkey, Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan, Armenia, Afghanistan and Pakistan. 

5 The national sport of Iran is soccer. The national team has won the Asian Cup three times and played 
in three World Cup Final competitions 

6 In 2012, Iran’s police chief announced that Google is a tool for spying. Additionally, the Iranian 
government wants to form a “national Internet” that would be under state control. 

7 In Iran, couples that want a marriage license are required to take an hour-long lecture on contraception. 

8 Iran first participated in the Olympics in 1948 and has sent athletes to every summer Olympic Games 
since then, except for 1980 and 1984 
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9 Tehran, has some of the worst air pollution in the world. An estimated 27 people die a day from air 
pollution-related diseases. 

10 The Persian cat is one of the world’s oldest breeds. They originated in the high plateaus of Iran where 
their long silky fur protected them from the cold. Italian traders brought the breed to Europe in the 17th 
century, where they became an exotic status symbol. 

11 During the Iran-Iraq War, the United States officially supported Iraq and put pressure on other countries 
to stop selling weapons to Iran. However, the US itself was later found to have been quietly selling 
weapons to the country. The resulting scandal was Iran-gate, or the Iran-Contra scandal 

12 The Persian Gulf holds 60% of the world’s oil reserves. Iran alone has reserves of 125 billion barrels of 
oil, or 10% of the world’s total reserves. Iran pumps nearly four million barrels of oil each day. 

13 Iran is one of the world’s oldest continuous civilizations, with settlements dating back to 4,000 BC. 

14 After the Shah of Iran was ousted in 1979, Iran reverted from a legal system to Islamic law. Women 
under this law are not considered mentally or legally the equal of males. Additionally, children are 
perceived as the “substance of the male” and merely incubated by the female body. In the case of 
divorce, women lose all custody of children. 

15 Iranians have woven beautiful rugs for more than 2,500 years. When creating rugs, Iranian weavers 
often make a mistake intentionally. They want to show their belief that only God is perfect. After oil, 
Iran’s second largest export commodity is carpets. 

16 If a woman is raped in Iran, the police have the power to force a man to marry his victim, with or without 
her consent, though he can divorce her immediately after. In Iran, a divorced woman is more 
marriageable than an unmarried girl with a ruptured hymen. 

17 In Iran, there is no legal category for marital rape because a woman is her husband’s property. If there 
are signs of abuse, male members of her family may threaten her husband, but it is not the duty of the 
police. 

18 The International Federation of Association Football (FIFA) banned the hijab in 2007, which prevented 
the Iranian women’s soccer team from playing in a 2012 Olympics qualifier game. 

19 Persian culture is famous for beautiful poetry, luxurious rugs, and lush gardens.  

20 The US Department of State cites Iran along with the Democratic Republic of Congo, North Korea and 
Saudi Arabia as hubs of human trafficking. The Iranian government has shown little effort in curbing 
sexual trafficking. Often it is the girls rather than the traffickers who are tortured and executed for 
violating Iran’s standards of behaviour. 

21 In recent years, child prostitution has risen 635% in Iran. In Tehran alone, an estimated 84,000 women 
and girls are in prostitution. Thousands are trafficked as far away as France, Germany and the UK. 

22 Sigheh, or short-term marriages, are permitted under Shari’a law in certain Shia schools. They can last 
one hour to several years depending on the contract. Many times, they are used to satiate male pilgrims 
who visit holy shrines away from their families. 

23 While homosexual relationships are banned in Iran, Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini decreed that 
transsexuals are allowed to have sex change operations in Iran. Since 2008, Iran has conducted more 
sex change operations than any other country in the world, second only to Thailand. The government 
even provides financial assistance. 

24 Iran has one of the highest opiate addiction rates in the world.  

25 Iran has been dubbed “the nose job capital of the world,” as the Western nose has become the desired 
nose shape of young Iranian women. 

Famous people from Iran  

Mohammad Reza Pahlavi (26 October 1919 to 27 July 1980) 

Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi was the last Shah of Iran. 

He reigned from 1941 to 1979 and introduced many reforms to foster economic 
developments in Iran. One of the 11 children of his father, he was the eldest son among 
his siblings and was proclaimed the crown prince when his father established the 



IRAN 
 

 
 

 3 

Pahlavi dynasty in Iran. During the World War II, he was crowned as the Shah of Iran, at the age of 20, 
amidst international political commotion.  

During his reign, he maintained a pro-Western foreign policy and fostered economic development in Iran. He 
instituted a ‘White Revolution’ to modernize the country and redistributed extensive land holdings from the 
wealthiest, dividing them among four million small-holder farmers. He also supported new schools and adult 
literacy programs in small villages, and gave women the right to vote. He sponsored new manufacturing 
plants and universities in the cities.  

Corruption in the government and political turmoil resulted in a revolution that forced him to go into exile and 
was followed by the declaration of an Islamic republic in Iran. He assumed power during the turmoil of World 
War II, and his rule ended in similarly tumultuous circumstances. He served as the last Shah of Iran, ending 
2,500 years of monarchy. 

Ayatollah Khomeini (22 September 1902 to 3 June 1989)  

Very few people can boast of having an influential personality that takes a nation by 
storm and reforms it completely to follow their line of belief and actions – Ayatollah 
Khomeini is one amongst them.  

A prominent political and religious leader of Iran, he lead the Iranian Revolution, 
successfully overthrowing the last Shah leader, bringing upon a new Islamic 
Constitution in the country and declaring himself as the Supreme Leader, a position 
which accorded him the highest ranking political and religious authority of the nation. 

Though born as Ruhollah Khomeini, it was through his persistent perseverance and hard work that he attained 
the status of Ayatollah, which is given only to Shi'ite scholars of the highest knowledge. Internationally, he held 
the title of Grand Ayatollah while in Iran, he was popularly referred to as Imam Khomeini. In addition to his 
political pursuits, he is known to have authored more than forty books in his lifetime.  

American newspaper TIME awarded Ayatollah Khomeini with the Man of the Year title in 1979 for his 
international influence. Additionally, he was also described to be the ‘virtual face of Islam in Western popular 
culture’. While his tactics earned him popularity among the orthodox people, many criticized him for violating 
human rights. 

If you lived in Iran instead of Australia … National anthem 

Upwards on the horizon rises the Eastern 
Sun,  

The sight of the believers.  

Bahman - the brilliance of our Faith.  

Your message, O Imam, of independence 
and freedom  

is imprinted on our souls.  

O Martyrs! Your cries of pain rings through 
the time.  

Enduring, continuing, eternal,  

The Islamic Republic of Iran. 

 

 

 


