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Where is France? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comparisons to Australia 

 France Australia 

Population 65.2 million 24.7 million 

Area 547,557 km2 7,682,300 km2 

Population density 119 people per km2 3 people per km2 

World ranking by population 22 54 

Highest mountain Mont Blanc 4,810 m Mt Kosciuszko (2,228 m) 

National day Bastille Day (14 July) Australia Day (26 January) 

Life expectancy at birth 82.67 years 82.45 years 

Median age 41.4 37.5 

The flag 

The traditional French red-blue-white tricolor became a symbol of 
freedom during the French Revolution in the late 18th century. These 
colours were decorating roundels of revolutionists and the tricolor was 
carried in 1789 during the conquest of the Bastille, when political 
prisoners held by the old regime were freed. This day is considered to 
be the beginning of the French Revolution, and the tricolor remained in 
the minds of Frenchmen associated with the creation of modern French 
Republic. 

Interesting things to know about France 

1 The official name of the country is Republique Francaise (French Republic). 

2 The capital of France is Paris. 

3 The currency is the euro. 

4 Before the euro was introduced in 2002, the currency was the French franc. 

5 France is bordered by Andorra, Belgium, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg, Monaco, Spain and Switzerland. 

6 The national sport of France is soccer.  

7 The French motto is Liberte, Egalite, Fraternite (Liberty, equality, fraternity). 

8 The French Army was the first to use camouflage in 1915 (World War I) – the word camouflage came 
from the French verb ‘to make up for the stage’. 

9 In France you can marry a dead person – under French law, in exceptional cases you can marry 
posthumously, as long as you can also prove that the deceased had the intention of marrying while alive 
and you receive permission from the French president. The most recent approved case was in 2017, 
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when the partner of a gay policeman gunned down on Paris's Champs-Elysees by a jihadist was granted 
permission to marry his partner posthumously. 

10 Totalling around 29,000 km, the French rail network is the second largest in Europe (after Germany) 
and the ninth biggest in the world. 

11 The French invented the metric system, the decimalised way of counting and weighing, in 1793. 

12 The Tour de France commenced on 1 July 1903. Every July, cyclists race some 3,200 km, primarily 
around France in a series of stages over 23 days, with the fastest cyclist at each stage wearing the 
famous yellow jersey. 

13 French gastronomy was awarded UNESCO World Heritage Status in 2010 – when it was added to the 
list of ‘intangible cultural heritage of humanity’. Experts described the importance of French gastronomy 
as ‘a social custom aimed at celebrating the most important moments in the lives of individuals and 
groups’, as well as 'emphasising togetherness' for its function of bringing friends and family closer 
together and strengthening social ties. 

14 The French eat around 30,000 tonnes of snails a year – but only about 1,000 tonnes of the classic 
French delicacy (served with garlic, parsley and butter) come from France; only some 100 registered 
snail farms existed in France in 2015. If you've eaten snails in France, chances are they were plucked 
from the fields and roadsides of Eastern Europe.  

15 France is one of the largest exporters of luxury goods in the world, with the top four companies Cartier, 
Chanel, Hermes and Louis Vuitton alone worth billions.  

16 France's main exports include aircraft, food, chemicals, industrial machinery, iron and steel, electronics, 
motor vehicles and pharmaceuticals. 

17 France spans twelve different time zones - more than any other country in the world - thanks to its 
overseas territories, which are dotted round the Atlantic, Pacific and Indian oceans, as well as the South 
American continent. 

18 In France, eggs are brown, but in most other countries, they tend to be white. This is because French 
farmers use different breeds of hen. 

19 The French army is the only army in Europe that still has carrier pigeons within its ranks. Kept at Mount 
Valerien near Paris, these pigeons are intended to be used for communication during major disasters. 

20 Until World War II, France was on the same time zone as London. After occupying the country in 1940, 
Germany forced France to conform with Berlin time, and this change has never been cancelled. 

21 In France, traders are under no obligation to give change to their customers. According to the law, it is 
the customer who has to pay with the exact money. 

22 France boasts more roundabouts than any other country. 30,000 in fact - which represents more than 
half of all the roundabouts in the world. 

23 In France, there is a law that prohibits people from calling their pigs Napoleon. 

24 In France, until 2012, it was theoretically illegal for a woman to wear trousers without official 
authorization. 

25 In France, the guillotine was last used in 1977. Officially, it remained the mode of execution for people 
sentenced to death until the abolition of the death penalty in 1981. 

26 The game of boules has a 70-page long rule book in France. 

27 President Charles de Gaulle survived 32 attempts on his life earning himself a place in the Guinness 
Book of World Records as the person who has survived the most assassination attempts in the world. 

28 France has the highest consumption of pure alcohol per year, at 10.9 litres per person per year. 

29 Condom vending machines can be found in almost 90% of the high schools in France. 

30 More people in Africa speak French than people in France. 

31 The Eiffel Tower is painted every seven years, taking five tons of paint to complete the job each time. It 
is the most-visited paid monument in the world. It was erected in 1889 and is as high as an 81-story 
building. 
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Famous people from France 

Joan of Arc (1412 to 30 May 1431) 

Joan of Arc was a young woman who led the French army to victory over the British 
in a crucial battle during the Hundred Years' War and is hailed as a heroine of 
France. Born into a simple peasant family in France, Joan is believed to have 
experienced divine visions of archangels and saints from the time she was a young 
girl.  

She led the French army in war against the English and emerged victorious. A year 
later she was captured by the enemies and put on trial for witchcraft, declared guilty 
and burned at the stake. Years later, she was declared a martyr. 

Alexandre Dumas (24 July 1802 to 5 December 1870)  

Alexandre Dumas, the legendary writer of historical and adventure novels is one of 
the most widely read French authors of all time.  

The son of a French Army General, he grew up hearing stories of his father’s 
bravery in the wars, which kindled in him a profound interest in historical events. 
His father died when Alexandre was just four years of age. This caused great 
financial distress to his mother, who could not provide for her son’s education.  

His works have been translated into nearly 100 languages and adapted into over 
200 films. 

Louis Braille (4 January 1809 to 6 January 1852)  

Louis braille was a French educator and inventor of a system of reading and 
writing for use by the blind or visually impaired. His system remains virtually 
unchanged to this day, and is known worldwide simply as braille. 

Blinded in both eyes as a result of an early childhood accident, Braille mastered 
his disability while still a boy. He excelled in his education and received 
scholarship to France's Royal Institute for Blind Youth. While still a student 
there, he began developing a system of tactile code that could allow blind 
people to read and write quickly and efficiently. Inspired by the military 
cryptography of Charles Barbier, Braille constructed a new method built 
specifically for the needs of the blind. He presented his work to his peers for the 
first time in 1824. 

Pepé le pew 

Pepé Le Pew is a fictional character from the Warner Bros. Looney Tunes and Merrie 
Melodies series of cartoons, first introduced in 1945.  

Depicted as a French striped skunk, Pepé is constantly in search of love and 
appreciation. However, his offensive skunk odor and his aggressive pursuit of romance 
typically cause other characters to flee from him in fear. 

Napoleon Bonaparte (1769-1821) 

Also known as Napoleon I, Napoleon Bonaparte was a French military leader and 
emperor who conquered much of Europe in the early 19th century. Born on the 
island of Corsica, Napoleon rapidly rose through the ranks of the military during the 
French Revolution (1789-1799).  

After seizing political power in France in a 1799 coup d’état, he crowned himself 
emperor in 1804. Shrewd, ambitious and a skilled military strategist, Napoleon 
successfully waged war against various coalitions of European nations and 
expanded his empire. However, after a disastrous French invasion of Russia in 
1812, Napoleon abdicated the throne two years later and was exiled to the island 
of Elba.  

In 1815, he briefly returned to power in his Hundred Days campaign. After a crushing defeat at the Battle of 
Waterloo, he abdicated once again and was exiled to the remote island of Saint Helena, where he died at 51. 
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If you lived in France instead of Australia … 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

National anthem 

Ye sons of France, awake to glory!  

Hark! Hark! the people bid you rise!  

Your children, wives, and grandsires hoary  

Behold their tears and hear their cries!  

 
Shall hateful tyrants, mischief breeding,  

With hireling hosts a ruffian band  

Affright and desolate the land  

While peace and liberty lie bleeding?  

 
CHORUS  

To arms, to arms, ye brave!  

Th'avenging sword unsheathe!  

March on, march on, all hearts resolved  

On liberty or death.  

Oh liberty can man resign thee,  

Once having felt thy gen'rous flame?  

Can dungeons, bolts, and bar confine thee?  

Or whips thy noble spirit tame?  

 
Too long the world has wept bewailing  

That falsehood's dagger tyrants wield;  

But freedom is our sword and shield  

And all their arts are unavailing.  


