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Where is Jamaica?  

 

Comparisons to Australia 

 Jamaica Australia 

Population 2.8 million 24.42 million 

Area 10,991 km2 7,596,666 km2 

Population density 260 people per km2 3 people per km2 

World ranking by population 141 53 

Highest mountain Blue Mountain Peak (2,256 m) Mt Kosciuszko (2,228 m) 

National day 6 August (Independence Day) 26 January (Australia Day) 

Life expectancy at birth 73 years 83 years 

The flag 

Jamaica's flag was adopted on 6 August 1962 (the original Independence 
Day). It has a gold diagonal cross (called a saltire), which divides the flag 
into four sections – the top and bottom are green and the left and right are 
black. 

The symbolism of the colours is “the sun shineth, the land is green and the 
people are strong and creative”. 

Some of the language 

Hello = wah gwan  

This is cool = Dis is cool mon 

Thank you = Thenk yuh 

Please = please 

I love you = Mi luv yuh 

I miss you = Mi miss yuh 

Yes = Yes 

No = nuh 

Interesting things to know about Jamaica 

1 The capital is Kingston. 

2 The language is Jamaican Patois and Jamaican English. 

3 The currency is the Jamaican dollar. 

4 They drive on the left-hand side of the road. 

5 There are hardly any snakes in Jamaica. The mongoose was introduced to Jamaica in 1872 to rid the 
cane fields of rats. They killed almost the entire population of snakes as well. 

6 Jamaica is the third largest island in the Caribbean 

7 Some people practice voodoo in Jamaica, but they keep it very quiet since practising it is punishable 
by death. 

8 The major crops are sugar cane, bananas and mangoes (none of which are native to the island). The 
original inhabitants grew corn and yams.  
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9 Jamaica was the first commercial producer of bananas in the Western Hemisphere 

10 Rum is the national drink. Jamaica was the first island in the Caribbean to produce rum on a 
commercial basis. 

11 Ian Fleming wrote ten of his James Bond novels while living in Jamaica. He designed his dream 
home, chose to have it built in Jamaica, and called it Goldeneye. 

12 The movie Cool runnings has some elements of truth in it. In 1988 Jamaica became the first tropical 
country to enter a Winter Olympic event (yes, the bobsled event). 

13 In 1962, Jamaica became the first Caribbean nation to gain independence. It chose to remain as a 
member of the British Commonwealth but, similar to Canada, Queen Elizabeth II is queen by tradition 
only. 

14 Jamaica was the first country to impose economic sanctions against the apartheid regime of South 
Africa. 

15 Jamaica is the first country the England acquired by conquest (they drove the Spanish out in 1655).  

16 Jamaica is only of only two countries in the world that do not have red, white or blue in their flag (the 
other is Mauritania). 

17 Jamaica has more multiple live births than anywhere else in the world. 

18 Jamaica was the first country in the western world to build a railroad (even before the USA). They built 
their railroad just 18 years after Britain built theirs. 

19 AT&T copied Jamaica’s telephone system because it was so well developed. 

20 Jamaica was the first British colonial territory to establish a postal service (in 1688) 

21 Jamaica was the first Caribbean country to launch a website. 

22 More than 200 species of orchids grow wild, 73 of which are unique to Jamaica. They also have 500 
species of ferns. 

23 Jamaica has the second largest butterfly in the world (the Giant Swallowtail). 

24 Apart from the USA, Jamaica has won the most world and Olympic medals. 

25 Jamaica is third in the list of countries who have won the most Miss World titles. 

Famous people and things from Jamaica 

Bob Marley (6 February 1945 to 11 May 1981) 

Robert Nesta "Bob" Marley, OM was a Jamaican singer-songwriter, musician and 
guitarist who achieved international fame and acclaim, blending 
mostly reggae, ska and rocksteady in his compositions. Starting out in 1963 with 
the group the Wailers, he forged a distinctive song writing and vocal style that 
would later resonate with audiences worldwide. The Wailers would go on to release 
some of the earliest reggae records with producer Lee "Scratch" Perry.  

After the Wailers disbanded in 1974, Marley pursued a solo career upon his 
relocation to England that culminated in the release of the album Exodus in 1977, 
which established his worldwide reputation and produced his status as one of 
the world's best-selling artists of all time, with sales of more than 75 million 
records. Exodus stayed on the British album charts for 56 consecutive weeks. It 
included four UK hit singles: "Exodus", "Waiting in Vain", "Jamming", and "One Love". In 1978 he released 
the album Kaya, which included the hit singles "Is This Love" and "Satisfy My Soul". 

Diagnosed with acral lentiginous melanoma in 1977, Marley died on 11 May 1981 in Miami at age 36. He 
was a committed Rastafari who infused his music with a sense of spirituality. He is credited with popularising 
reggae music around the world and served as a symbol of Jamaican culture and identity. Marley has also 
evolved into a global symbol and inspired numerous items of merchandise. 
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Usain Bolt (21 August 1986) 

Usain St Leo Bolt, OJ, CD (/ˈjuːseɪn/; born 21 August 1986) is a 
Jamaican sprinter. He is the first person to hold both the 100 metres and 200 
metres world records since fully automatic time became mandatory. He also 
holds the world record as a part of the 4 × 100 metres relay. He is the 
reigning world and Olympic champion in these three events. Due to his 
unprecedented dominance and achievements in sprint competition, he is 
widely considered to be the greatest sprinter of all time. 

Merlene Ottey (10 May 1960) 

Merlene Joyce Ottey OD is a Jamaican-born, Slovene track and 
field sprinter. Ottey began her career representing Jamaica, before 
representing Slovenia from 2002–12. She is ranked fourth on the all-time list 
over 60 metres (indoor), sixth on the all-time list over 100 metres and fourth 
on the all-time list over 200 metres. Her world indoor record for 200 metres of 
21.87 seconds, set in 1993, still stands (as of 2017). 

Ottey has had the longest career as a top level international sprinter, 
concluding with her anchoring the Slovene 4 × 100 m relay team at the 2012 
European Championships at the age of 52. A nine-time Olympic medallist, 
she holds the record for the most Olympic appearances (seven) of any track and field athlete and for winning 
the largest number of World Championships medals (fourteen). Her career achievements and longevity have 
led to her being called the "Queen of the Track". Her proclivity for earning bronze medals in major 
championships also earned her the title of "Bronze Queen" in track circles. 

Jerk 

Jamaica is the home of Jerk, and most famously, Jerk Chicken. It's not the method of cooking that we are 
known for but the combination of spices which our jerk is known for. 

We have an annual jerk festival where you can get anything and everything jerk. Most popular jerk foods are 
chicken, fish and pork. However, in recent times we have jerked lobster, beef, goat and lamb. 

The jerk spice comes in spicy and mild flavours. You also have a choice of the wet marinade or the dry spice 
rub. 

 

Popular Jamaican food 

The national dish is Ackee and Saltfish, which is usually eaten for breakfast. Ackee is a fruit that grows 
locally. The dish is served with dumplings that are either fried or boiled. It’s VERY difficult to get ackee in 
Melbourne. 

Rum (that’s a given, really) 

Anything jerk, although just because it is a protein that has been coated in commercial jerk mix, doesn’t 
mean it’s Jamaican. 

Goat curry (yes, we have goat). 
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National anthem 

 


