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Where is China?  

 

Comparisons to Australia 

 China Australia 

Population 1,413.3 million 24.6 million 

Area 9,388,211 km2 7,682,300 km2 

Population density 151 people per km2 3 people per km2 

World ranking by population 1 54 

Highest mountain Everest (29,029 m) Mt Kosciuszko (2,228 m) 

National day 1 October (National Day of the People’s 
Republic of China) 

26 January (Australia Day) 

Life expectancy at birth 75.99 years 82.45 years 

Median age 37.3 37.5 

The flag 

The flag of China was officially adopted on 1 October 1949.  

The red of the Chinese flag symbolizes the communist revolution, and it's also 
the traditional colour of the people. The large gold star represents communism, 
while the four smaller stars represent the social classes of the people (landlord, 
peasant, craftsman, merchant). In addition, the five stars together reflect the 
importance placed on the number five in Chinese thought and history. 

Interesting things to know about China 

1 The capital of China is Beijing. 

2 The most populated city is Shanghai. 

3 The official name of the country is the People’s Republic of China. 

4 The currency is the yuan. 

5 China is the third largest country in the world. 

6 Chinese people drive on the righthand side of the road. 

7 China is bordered by North Korea, Russia, Mongolia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Afghanistan, 
Pakistan, India, Nepal, Bhutan, Myanmar, Laos and Vietnam. 

8 The Yangtze River is the fourth longest in the world. 

9 China’s weather includes floods, typhoons tsunamis, earthquakes and droughts. 

10 Giant pandas are very good swimmers. 
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11 Half of all the pigs on earth live in China. On any given day, 1.7 million pigs are consumed in China 

12 China was the third country to successfully send a man into space (in 2003). 

13 China used to have five time zones, but in 1949, the communist leaders decided it should have only one 
(Beijing time). 

14 China invented ice cream, soccer, toilet paper, paper, gunpowder, the compass, kites, water wheel, 
decimals, tea, silk, crossbow, gas in war, hot air balloons, suspension bridges 

15 China is the world’s longest continuous civilisation. 

16 During WWII, Shanghai was the world’s only port that accepted Jews running away from the Holocaust 
without an entry visa. 

17 A popular entertainment is cricket fighting. Many people keep crickets as pets. 

18 The most popular hobby is stamp collecting, 

19 The Three Gorges Dam is the largest man-made dam in the world. 

20 Fortune cookies are not Chinese; they were invented in America (in 1920). 

21 The Great Wall is the largest man-made structure in the world. It is 8,850 kilometres long. 

22 There are 32 million more males than females in China. 

23 In some parts of China, pigtails were associated with a female’s marital status. A young girl would wear 
two pigtails, and when she married, she would wear just one. 

Famous Chinese 

Bruce Lee (27 November 1940 to 20 July 1973) 

A film actor and instructor of the combat practices, Bruce Lee gained a 
worldwide status in a short span of life and soon became one of the most 
influential martial artists of all time.  

Acting and martial arts went hand in hand as he turned into a martial art 
instructor. However, it was his relocation to Hong Kong and association with 
films that elevated the popularity of both him as an actor and martial arts as a 
combat practice. His films created box office records, eventually changing the 
way martial arts and films related to it were looked upon by the world. 

An autopsy confirmed that the death was due to an allergic reaction caused by 
the ingredient meprobamate which aides in muscle relaxation that caused a 13% increase in his brain size, 
from 1,400 to 1,575 grams. 

Mao Zedong (26 December 1893 to 9 September 1976)  

Termed as the most controversial figure of China, Mao Zedong was a Chinese 
communist revolutionary, politician and socio-political theorist. Founder of the 
People’s Republic of China, he converted the nation into a single-party socialist 
state, with industry and business being nationalized under state ownership and 
socialist reforms implemented in all areas of society.  

He governed the country as Chairman of the Communist Party of China until his 
death. His Marxist-Leninist ideology, together with his political and military 
strategies and policies are today known as Maoism.  

While his supporters honor him for taking the country on road to development and 
claim him to be responsible for the rise of modern China his critics rebuke him for 
being a dictator under whose administration human rights abuses were as common as muck. They even think 
him responsible for the loss of about 70 million lives through starvation, forced labour, suicide and execution..
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Confucius (28 September 0551 BC to 0479 BC) 

Confucius is one of the few leaders who based their philosophy on the 
virtues that are required for the day-to-day living. His philosophy centered on 
personal and governmental morality, correctness of social relationships, 
justice and sincerity. 

Known as Master Kong to the Chinese, he taught people how to cultivate the 
values of modesty, planning, respect, moral behavior, honesty and sincerity, 
apart from common sense. He preached that adopting these values was the 
only way a human being could lead a good life.  

Confucius was of the opinion that true happiness would only be brought from well-planned actions and 
helping of the fellow men. 

Sun Yat-sen (12 November 1866 to 12 March 1925) 

Sun Yat-Sen was a major politician and a Chinese revolutionary who co founded the 
Kuomintang and served as its first leader. Known as the Father of Modern China, Sun 
Yat-Sen played a key role in abolishing the Qing Dynasty in China and was the first 
provisional president of the Republic of China when it was first set up in 1912.  

The leader, who spent much of his time in exile, holds a distinctive place in the chaotic 
and convoluted history of China, though none of his cherished dreams came true in 
his life time; unification of China is one of such dreams. His ideology, famous known 
as "The Three Principles of the People", the political philosophy of nationalism, 
democracy and socialism is one of his legacies to the people of China and Taiwan where he is venerated for 
his revolutionary efforts. 

 

National anthem If you lived in China instead of Australia … 

Arise, ye who refuse to be slaves;  

With our very flesh and blood  

Let us build our new Great Wall!  

The peoples of China are in the most critical time,  

Everybody must roar his defiance.  

Arise! Arise! Arise!  

Millions of hearts with one mind,  

Brave the enemy's gunfire,  

March on!  

Brave the enemy's gunfire,  

March on!  

March on!  

March on, on!  

 

 

 


