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Where is Germany?  

 
 

Comparisons to Australia 

 Germany Australia 

Population 82.2 million 24.7 million 

Area 348,560 km2 7,682,300 km2 

Population density 236 people per km2 3 people per km2 

World ranking by population 16 53 

Highest mountain Zugspitze (2,962 m) Mt Kosciuszko (2,228 m) 

National day 3 October (The Day of German Unity) 26 January (Australia Day) 

Life expectancy at birth 81 years 82 years 

Median age 46.0 37.5 

The flag 

The flag of Germany was adopted in its present form in 1919. It was re-adopted 
with the new constitution of 1949. It is a tricolour, made of three equal horizontal 
bands.  

There are several theories regarding the origins of the colour scheme and its 
meaning. The most popular theory is that the black and gold combination relates 
to the colours on the semi-official coat of arms of the Holy Roman Empire.  

Interesting things to know about Germany 

1 The capital of Germany is Berlin. 

2 The official name of the country is the Federal Republic of Germany. 

3 The official language is German. 

4 The currency is the euro. 

5 Before Germany joined the EU, the currency was the mark (Deutsche Mark). 

6 Germans drive on the right-hand side of the road 

7 The most popular sport is soccer. 

8 Germany shares borders with nine other countries: Denmark, Poland, the Czech Republic, Austria, 
Switzerland, France, Belgium, Luxembourg and the Netherlands. 

9 About two-thirds of the population are Christian, split evenly between Protestant and Catholic, but you'll 
find more Protestants in the north and more Catholics in the south. There are around four million Muslims 
and 100,000 Jews. 
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10 Germany, Switzerland, Austria, Luxembourg and Liechtenstein have German as the official language. 

11 Germany was the first country in the world to adopt Daylight saving time – DST, also known as summer 
time. This occurred in 1916 in the midst of WWI and was put in place to conserve energy.  

12 Berlin has more bridges than Venice, with 960 bridges and 59.8 square kilometres of water consisting 
of lakes and around 180 kilometres of navigable waterways. Combined with its surrounding state 
Brandenburg, it houses Europe's largest inland water network. 

13 Prison escape is not punishable by law in Germany – German law maintains that it’s a basic human 
instinct to be free and therefore, prisoners have the right to escape jail. Escapes, however, rarely go 
unpunished because prisoners are held liable if they cause damage to property or inflict bodily harm 
against any individual upon their breakout.   

14 It’s illegal to run out of fuel in the German Autobahn – although not forbidden, motorists are only allowed 
to stop in the legendary highway for emergencies and having an empty tank of gas is not. Drivers can 
be fined and also have their licenses suspended for up to six months. Walking or running in the highway 
system is also illegal and is punishable by a fine of around EUR 90. 

15 Germany has legal say on what babies can be named – German law ban names that don’t denote a 
gender or use a family name as a first name. In 2014, the most popular children's names were 
Sophie/Sofie for a girl and Maximilian for a boy.  

16 Fanta originated in Germany as a result of the Second World War – due to a trade embargo that 
prevented importing Coca-Cola syrup into Germany, the head of Coca-Cola in the country decided to 
create a domestic product for the market using available ‘leftover’ products like whey and apple pomace.  

17 Over 800 million currywurst are eaten in Germany each year. 

18 German remains the language with the most native speakers in Europe. 

19 Munich is the second most punctual large airport in the world – out of the category of large airports, only 
Tokyo is more punctual, according to an OAG report. 

20 Germany boasts some of world's most famous inventions – the light bulb, the automated calculator, and 
the automobile, the discovery of insulin, the invention of the clarinet, the pocket watch, television (partly), 
paraffin, petrol/gasoline and diesel engines, the automobile engine, differential gear and other important 
devices, the motorcycle, the jet engine, the LCD screen, the Gutenberg press and the Walkman. 

21 Germany has the largest population in the EU but it's in decline 

22 Germany also has one of the lowest birth rates in the world. 

23 Germany is the EU's largest economy – with a gross domestic product (GDP) of EUR 3.49 trillion (USD 
3.84 trillion), and lies fourth place in the world behind the US, China and Germany. 

24 Germany is one of the world's largest car producers – selling six million cars in 2015. VW's Golf is one 
of the best-selling cars of all time. In 2016, the top-selling car brands in Germany were Volkswagen, 
Audi, Mercedes and BMW. 

25 Germany has more cultural activities and places than any other country – it's a cultured place, with 6,200 
museums, 820 theatres, 130 professional orchestras and 8,800 libraries in 2013. More people go to 
exhibitions than to soccer matches. 

26 About a quarter of all American citizens claim at least partial German ancestry. 

27 Munich's Oktoberfest is the world's biggest folk festival. 
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Famous Germans 

Anne Frank (12 June 1929 to 1 March 1945) 

Anne Frank was one of the thousands of Jewish children who were killed in 
the Holocaust. She became a well-known name and one of the most 
discussed victims of the holocaust after her diary ‘The Diary of a Young Girl’ 
was published by her father a couple of years after her death. The diary is 
today one of the world’s best-known books and has been translated into 
several languages.  

She moved from Germany to Amsterdam with her family in the early 1930s 
after the rise of Nazis in her homeland. At the height of World War II the 
Germans occupied Netherlands and the Jews were no longer safe in Amsterdam as well. As the persecution 
of the Jewish population continued to increase, the Frank family was forced to move into hiding. A young 
teenager who hoped to become a writer on growing up, Anne dutifully wrote in her dairy, documenting her 
daily life in hiding. She remained hopeful that one day her life would return to normalcy but her hopes were 
unfounded; she, her mother and sister were killed along with thousands of other Jews in the concentration 
camps. Only her father survived the war. 

Albert Einstein (14 March 1879 to 18 April 1955)  

Rightly known as the Father of Modern Physics, Albert Einstein was, without a 
doubt, the most influential physicist of the 20th century. With his research and 
finding, Einstein created a revolution in the field of science. Amongst his 
numerous works: (a) the general theory of relativity, which provided a unified 
description of gravity as a geometric property of space and time, and (b) 
photoelectric effect that established the quantum theory within physics are the 
most important ones.  

Such was his contribution to mankind that his name Einstein has been made 
synonymous to being "genius". 

Oskar Schindler (28 April 1908 to 9 October 1974) 

Oskar Schindler was a German industrialist who helped save the lives of 
hundreds of Jews from Hitler’s onslaught during the Holocaust.  

Schindler was a businessman who operated several factories that employed 
thousands of people including numerous Jews. Although initially as a 
businessman he was concerned only with the profit-making aspect of his 
ventures, gradually a conversion took over him and he began spending all his 
life’s earnings on saving the lives of the Jews employed in his factories. 

Ludwig van Beethoven (16 December 1770 to 26 March 1827) 

Ludwig van Beethoven was one of the greatest composers the world has ever 
had. He was one among the pioneers of instrumental music in European 
culture, and played a crucial role in the development of tonal music.  

Though acquired deafness restricted him from actively involving in social life, it 
never trammelled his creativity. During the premiere of his final masterpiece, 
‘Ninth Symphony’, Beethoven had to turn around to view the clapping of the 
audience as he had become totally deaf by then.  

However, despite his loss of hearing, he grew as a colossus of music, whose 
fame continues to be unbeaten even now. Influenced greatly by Mozart and Haydn, he enriched his style with 
the emotional power of romanticism. The intricacy and vastness of his works went much beyond the age, 
baffled his contemporaries and continues to mystify the professionals and later audiences. His operas, 
symphonies and sonatas are still sung and performed all over the world. 
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If you lived in Germany instead of Australia … 

 

 

 

 

National anthem 

Germany, Germany above all, 

above all else in the world, 

When it steadfastly holds together, 

offensively and defensively, 

with brotherhood. 

From the Maas to the Memel, 

from the Etsch to the [Little] Belt, 

Germany, Germany above all, 

above all else in the world. 


