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Where is Japan?  

 

 

Comparisons to Australia 

 Japan Australia 

Population 127,390,097 24.7 million 

Area 364,485 km2 7,596,666 km2 

Population density 350 people per km2 3 people per km2 

World ranking by population 11 53 

Highest mountain Mount Fuji (3,776 m) Mt Kosciuszko (2,228 m) 

National day 11 February (National Foundation Day) 26 January (Australia Day) 

Life expectancy at birth 83.84 82 years 

Median age 46.7 37.6 

The flag 

This flag is officially called Nisshōki (sun-mark flag) in the Japanese language, 
but is more commonly known as Hi no maru (circle of the sun). The flag embodies 
Japan's nickname as the Land of the Rising Sun. 

The sun plays an important role in Japanese mythology and religion. The sun is 
actually crimson, not red. 

Interesting things to know about Japan 

The Japanese name for Japan is Nihon or Nippon which means sun origin. 

Tokyo is the capital city of Japan and also the largest city. Other major cities include Osaka, Nagoya, and 
Sapporo. 

Sumo is recognized as the national sport of Japan, although the most popular spectator sport is baseball. 

Japan belongs to the continent of Asia. Japan is an island nation surrounded by the Sea of Japan to the west 
and the Pacific Ocean to the east. 

Japan is made up of 6,852 islands. 

Japan sits along the Pacific Ring of Fire, so has many volcanoes and experiences many earthquakes. In 2011, 
an earthquake of magnitude 9.0 hit Japan and created a tsunami which resulted in much devastation. 

Almost three quarters of Japan's land is either forest or mountains and is difficult to be made into farms, 
industrial or residential areas. 

Home to 33 million people, the Tokyo-Yokohama metropolitan area is the largest populated metropolitan region 
in the world. 

Here it is!! 
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Japanese Kobe beef is famous worldwide for its succulence and taste. The Japanese cows this beef comes 
from receive daily massages and, in summer, are fed a diet of saké and beer mash. True Kobe beef comes 
from only 262 farms in the Tajima region, of which Kobe is the capital, and each of which raises an average of 
five of the animals at a time. In the United States, Kobe beef is called Wagyu beef. 

Japan has around 5.5 million vending machines with one on almost every street corner. There are vending 
machines that sell beer, hot and cold canned coffee, cigarettes, wine, condoms, comic books, hot dogs, light 
bulbs, bags of rice, toilet paper, umbrellas, fish bait, fresh eggs, porn magazines, and even used women’s 
underwear. 

Cherry blossoms (sakura) are Japan's national flower. 

Yaeba, or crooked teeth, are considered attractive in Japan—so much so that girls go to the dentist to have 
their teeth purposefully unstraightened. 

Ninety percent of all mobile phones sold in Japan are waterproof because youth like to use them even while 
showering. 

Ninety-eight percent of adoptions that take place in Japan are of male adults, so family businesses can stay 
within those families. 

The sole Japanese man who survived the wreck of the RMS Titanic in 1914, Masabumi Hosono, was called a 
coward in his country for not dying with the other passengers. 

In Japan, Kit Kat candy bars come in flavors like grilled corn, Camembert cheese, Earl Gray tea, grape, and 
wasabi. The Japanese pronounce Kit Kat like “Kitto Katsu,” which sounds like “You are sure to pass” in 
Japanese, and so they make a popular gift to students during entrance exam season. 

Around 25 billion pairs of waribashi (disposable chopsticks) are used in Japan each year. This is equivalent to 
the timber needed to build 17,000 homes. 

The biggest Japanese community outside of Japan is in Brazil. 

Japanese “love hotels” are short-stay hotels mainly designed for amorous couples and are identified by the 
presence of heart symbols. They have different room rates: a “rest” rate as well as an overnight rate. An 
estimated 2% of Japan’s population visits one each day. 

The word Japanese karaoke means “empty orchestra.”  

The Japanese have more pets than children. 

The Japanese word banzai literally means “10 thousand years” and was traditionally used to wish the emperor 
a long life. Today, it is closer to a cheer like “Hip Hooray!” Travelers are often given a sendoff at the train 
station or airport by a group of coworkers shouting, “Banzai!” three times while raising their arms over their 
heads. This chant is also used at celebrations. 

The Japanese avoid the number four (shi) because it sounds the same as the word for death. Tall buildings 
do not have a fourth floor. Tea and sake sets are sold with five cups. Three or five is the desirable number of 
guests in a traditional Japanese tea ceremony. As a rule, odd numbers are preferred over even numbers in 
Japan. 

In Japanese, fugu is the name for the lethally poisonous blowfish. Japanese law requires that it be prepared 
by professional chefs who have been specially trained and licensed. Law forbids the emperor and the imperial 
family to eat fugu. Most fugu is eaten between January and March, when it is believed to be least poisonous. 

At midnight on Shōgatsu (New Year’s Eve), the Buddhist temples of Japan ring their bells 108 times to ring in 
the New Year and drive away the 108 evil desires that humans fall prey to. This event is called Joya no Kane 
and is carried on Japanese radio. 

Japanese imperial court orchestra and dance forms, known as gagaku and bugaku, are the oldest continuous 
music and dance traditions in the world. They were introduced from the Chinese imperial court in the 7th and 
8th century A.D. and are still performed in Tokyo by members of the Imperial Court Orchestra today. 

The first geishas were actually men, called taikomochi, and they had a role similar to court jesters 

The imperial family of Japan descends from an unbroken lineage of nearly 2,000 years. No other royal family 
in history has held its position for so long. The first Japanese emperor, Jimmu Tennō, ruled about the time of 
Christ. 

The Japanese religion of Shinto is one of the few religions in the world with a female solar deity. 
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Today, fewer than 200 people in Japan can claim both parents with exclusively Ainu, perhaps the original 
human inhabitants of Japan, descent. The Ainu do not possess the Y chromosome typically found in the rest 
of the Japanese population. 

Famous people from Japan 

Yoko Ono (18 February 1933) 

Japanese multimedia artist, singer, songwriter, and peace activist 
who is also known for her work in performance art and filmmaking. 
She performs in both English and Japanese. She is noted for being 
the second wife and widow of singer-songwriter John Lennon of the 
Beatles. 

As Lennon's widow, Ono works to preserve his legacy. She funded 
Strawberry Fields in Manhattan's Central Park, the Imagine Peace 
Tower in Iceland, and the John Lennon Museum in Saitama, Japan 
(which closed in 2010). She has made significant philanthropic 
contributions to the arts, peace, Philippine and Japan disaster 
relief, and other causes. 

Hirohito (29 April 1901 to 7 January 1989)  

At the start of his reign in December 1926, Japan was already one of the great 
powers—the ninth-largest economy in the world, the third-largest naval power, 
and one of the four permanent members of the council of the League of Nations. 
He was the head of state under the Constitution of the Empire of Japan during 
Japan's imperial expansion, militarization, and involvement in World War II. After 
Japan's surrender of the war, he was not prosecuted for war crimes as many other 
leading government figures were, and his degree of involvement in wartime 
decisions remains controversial among historians. 

During the post-war period, he became the symbol of the new state under the 
post-war constitution and Japan's recovery, and by the end of his reign, Japan 
had emerged as the world's second largest economy. 

In Japan, he is now referred to primarily by his posthumous name, Emperor 
Shōwa. 

Toyoda Sakichi (14 February 1867 to 30 October 1930) 

Japanese inventor and industrialist. He was born in Kosai, Shizuoka. The 
son of a poor carpenter, Toyoda is referred to as the "King of Japanese 
Inventors".  

Sakichi Toyoda is often referred to as the father of the Japanese 
industrial revolution. He is also the founder of Toyota Industries Co Ltd. 

He invented numerous weaving devices. His most famous invention was 
the automatic power loom in which he implemented the principle of 
Jidoka (autonomous automation). The principle of Jidoka, which means 
that the machine stops itself when a problem occurs, became later a part 
of the Toyota Production System. 

Toyoda developed the concept of 5 Whys: When a problem occurs, ask 
"why" five times to try to find the source of the problem, then put into place something to prevent the problem 
from recurring. This concept is used today as part of applying lean methodologies to solve problems, improve 
quality, and reduce costs. 
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If you lived in Japan instead of Australia … 

 

 

 

 

National anthem 

 


