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Where is Egypt?  

 

Comparisons to Australia 

 Egypt Australia 

Population 95.6 million 24.7 million 

Area 995,560 km2 7,596,666 km2 

Population density 96 people per km2 3 people per km2 

World ranking by population 15 53 

Highest mountain Mt Catherine (2,629 m) Mt Kosciuszko (2,228 m) 

National day 23 July (Revolution Day) 26 January (Australia Day) 

Life expectancy at birth 71.32 82 years 

Median age 24.8 37.6 

The flag 
The flag of Egypt is a tricolour consisting of the three equal horizontal red, 
white, and black bands of the Arab Liberation flag dating back to the 
Egyptian Revolution of 1952. The flag bears Egypt's national emblem, the 
Eagle of Saladin centred in the white band. 

The Free Officers who toppled King Farouk in the Revolution of 1952 
assigned specific symbolism to each of the three bands of the Arab 
Liberation flag. The red band symbolizes the period before the Revolution, 
a time characterized by the struggle against the monarchy, and the British 
occupation of the country. The white band symbolizes the bloodless nature of the Revolution itself. The black 
band symbolizes the end of the oppression of the Egyptian people at the hands of the monarchy, and foreign 
imperialism. 

Egypt's use of the Arab Liberation flag inspired its adoption by a number of other Arab states. The same 
horizontal tricolour is used by Iraq, Syria, and Yemen (and formerly Libya), the only difference being the 
presence (or absence) of distinguishing national emblems in the white band. 

Interesting things to know about Egypt 
1 The capital is Cairo, which also has the largest population. Other major cities include Alexandria and 

Giza. 

2 Egypt is officially known as the Arab Republic of Egypt. 

3 The most popular sport in Egypt is football (soccer). 

4 The currency is Egyptian pound. 

5 Egypt is bordered by the Gaza Strip, Israel, Libya and Sudan as well as the Mediterranean Sea and the 
Red Sea. 

6 The Sinai Peninsula in Egypt spans across two continents, Africa and Asia. 
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7 The official language of Egypt is Arabic, but others languages such as English and French are also 
understood by many. 

8 Egypt is a very dry country. The Sahara and Libyan Desert make up most of the area of Egypt. 

9 The longest river in the world, the Nile, runs through Egypt. 

10 Egypt is famous for its ancient civilization, the Ancient Egyptians, who date back to around 3150 BC. 

11 Egypt is home the Great Pyramid of Giza, one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World. 

12 An Egyptian father named his newborn daughter “Facebook” to commemorate the role Facebook played 
in the 2011 Egyptian revolution. Her full name is Facebook Jamal Ibrahim. 

13 Egypt has the largest Arabic population in the world. 

14 Approximately 90% of Egyptians are Muslim (primarily Sunni), 9% are Coptic, and 1% is Christian. 

15 Pharaoh Pepi II (2246-2152 BC) had the longest reign in history—94 years. He became Egypt’s king 
when he was only 6 years old. 

16 Pharaoh Pepi II allegedly would smear naked slaves with honey to attract flies away from him. 

17 Ancient Egyptians believed that the soul of the king ascended along the ramp of the sun’s rays to the 
sun god himself. 

18 The shape of ancient Egyptian pyramids is thought to have been inspired by the spreading rays of the 
sun. 

19 The Sahara Desert at one time was lush grassland and savannah. Overgrazing and/or climate change 
in 8000 BC began to change the area from pastoral land to desert. Now it is the world’s largest hot 
desert at over 3,630,000 square miles—roughly the size of the United States. Antarctica is considered 
the largest desert (of any type) in the world. 

20 The ancient Egyptians regarded beauty as a sign of holiness, which is why cosmetics were integrated 
heavily into daily lives. 

21 In Egypt, both men and women wore eye make-up called kohl, which was made from ground-up raw 
material mixed with oil. They believed it had magical healing powers that could restore poor eyesight 
and fight eye infections. 

22 The ancient Egyptians were the first people to have a year consisting of 365 days divided into 12 months. 
They needed to predict when the Nile would flood, which led to the development of the world’s first 
calendar. They also invented clocks. 

23 To stay cool and avoid lice, both men and women in ancient Egypt shaved their heads and often wore 
wigs. In fact, because wigs indicated social status, they became one of the most important fashion 
accessories in ancient Egypt. Rich people wore wigs made from human hair, while poor people wore 
wigs made from wool or vegetable fibre. 

24 In an attempt to control the annual flooding of the Nile, one of the largest dams in the world was built in 
Egypt in 1971: Aswan High Dam. Unfortunately, the rich silt that normally fertilized the dry Egyptian land 
settled in Lake Nasser after the building of the dam, forcing farmers to use one million tons of artificial 
fertilizer every year. 

25 In France, a glass pyramid stands outside the famous Louvre museum as a tribute to the ancient 
Egyptians and their amazing world. 

26 The quality that ancient Egyptians valued most was called ma’at, which means good behavior, honesty, 
and justice. Ma’at is also the name of the goddess of truth who, according to myth, weighs every 
Egyptian heart after death. 

27 Just 150 years ago, Americans and Europeans believed that mummies had great healing powers. They 
ground up the mummies into powder and used it as medicine for all kinds of diseases. 

28 The Great Pyramid at Giza has vents pointing to the constellation of Orion so the mummy’s spirit could 
fly straight up to the gods. 

29 Mexico, not Egypt, has the largest pyramid in the world in terms of volume. The Cholula Pyramid 
(sometimes referred to as Quetzalcoatl) has a volume of 4,300,000 cubic yards, while the Great Pyramid 
has 3,360,000. 

30 The pyramids of Egypt are not only the oldest of the seven wonders of the ancient world, they are the 
only ones to survive today. An Arab proverb captures the pyramids endurance: “Man fears Time, yet 
Time fears the pyramids.” The other six wonders are (1) the Hanging Gardens of Babylon, (2) the Temple 
of Artemis at Ephesus, (3) the Statue of Zeus at Olympia, (4) the Mausoleum of Halicarnassus, (5) the 
Colossus of Rhodes, and (6) the Lighthouse of Alexandria. 
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31 Medical examinations reveal that parasites such as worms were a problem for ancient Egyptians. One 
common parasite, the Guinea worm, would mature into a three-foot long worm inside the body and then 
painfully exit through the skin after a year. 

32 In Egypt, children (even girls) were considered a blessing. The Greeks who sometimes left unwanted 
infants (most often girls) outdoors to die, were shocked to discover that the Egyptians did not. 

33 The Berlin Papyrus (c. 1800 B.C.) contains directions for the oldest known pregnancy test. The test 
involved wetting cereals with urine. If barley grew, it meant the woman was pregnant with a male child; 
if the wheat grew, she was pregnant with a girl. If neither grew, the woman would not give birth. 

34 To keep the hook shape of Ramses II’s nose from collapsing, embalmers stuffed his nostrils with 
peppercorns. 

35 Contrary to popular belief, Cleopatra was actually Greek, not Egyptian or African. When Angelina Jolie 
was cast as Cleopatra in the 2011 movie, many erroneously argued that the role should have gone to 
an African American. Others claimed that the role should have gone to an actress of Greek descent, 
such as Jennifer Aniston. 

36 Egypt’s Health Ministry banned female circumcision (when a women’s clitoris is removed) in 1996, 
except in cases of emergency. This loophole, however, is so vague that female genital mutilation is still 
virtually universal in Egypt. 

37 The 2011 Egyptian revolution began on January 25th. Egyptian protestors focused on lack of free 
speech and free elections, police brutality, government corruption, high unemployment, inflation, and 
continued use of emergency law. An estimated 800 people died and over 6,000 were injured in the 
process. Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak resigned on February 11th. The Egyptian revolution 
sparked other revolutions in Yemen, Syria, Jordan, Libya, and Bahrain. 

38 Because hieroglyphs have no vowels, we will never know for sure how the ancients pronounced their 
words. 

39 During the 2011 Egyptian Revolution, some women protesters were not only forced to take virginity 
tests, but they were also threatened with prostitution charges 

Famous people from Egypt 

Omar Sharif (10 April 1932 to 10 July 2015) 

Omar Sharif was an Egyptian actor. He began his career in his native 
country in the 1950s, but is best known for his appearances in both British 
and American productions. His films included Lawrence of Arabia, Doctor 
Zhivago, and Funny Girl. He was nominated for an Academy Award. He 
won three Golden Globe Awards and a César Award. 

Sharif, who spoke Arabic, English, Greek, French, Spanish, Portuguese 
and Italian fluently, was often cast as a foreigner of some sort. He bridled 
at travel restrictions imposed by the government of Egyptian president 
Gamal Abdel Nasser, leading to self-exile in Europe. The estrangement led 
to an amicable divorce from his wife, the iconic Egyptian actress Faten Hamama. He had converted to Islam 
in order to marry her. He was a lifelong horse racing enthusiast, and at one time ranked among the world's 
top contract bridge players.  

Yasser Arafat (24 Augsut 1929 to 11 November 2004) 

Mohammed Yasser Abdel Rahman Abdel Raouf Arafat al-Qudwa popularly 
known as Yasser Arafat was a Palestinian political leader. He was Chairman of 
the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) from 1969 to 2004 and President of 
the Palestinian National Authority (PNA) from 1994 to 2004.  

Arafat remains a controversial figure. The majority of the Palestinian people view 
him as a heroic freedom fighter and martyr who symbolized the national 
aspirations of his people. Conversely, most Israelis came to regard him as an 
unrepentant terrorist, while Palestinian rivals, including Islamists and several 
PLO leftists, often denounced him for being corrupt or too submissive in his 
concessions to the Israeli government. 
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Dodi Fayed (15 April 1955 to 31 August 1997)  

Fayed was best known for his flamboyant lifestyle, having a father who owns 
London's famous Harrods department store. He worked on such films as 1981's 
Chariots of Fire and 1986's F/X as a producer. During the 1990s, Fayed was 
romantically linked with Princess Diana of Wales. On August 31, 1997, the couple 
died in a car accident in a Paris tunnel while being chased by paparazzi. 

 

 

King Tutankhamun (1341 BC to 1323 BC) 

King Tut is chiefly known for his intact tomb, discovered in Egypt's Valley of the 
Kings in 1922. Since then, his remains have held millions in awe over the mystery 
of his life and death. 

During his reign, Tutankhamun accomplished little. After his death at age 19, King 
Tut disappeared from history until the discovery of his tomb in 1922. Since then, 
studies of his tomb and remains have revealed much information about his life 
and times, making Tutankhamun one of the best known ancient Egyptian kings. 

Rudolf Hess (26 April 1894 to 17 August 1987) 

Adolf Hitler appointed Rudolf Hess deputy of the Nazi party in 1939. Following 
World War II, Hess was convicted at the Nuremberg Trials and sentenced to life 
in prison. 

Rudolf Hess was born in Alexandria. In 1920, he became the 16th member of Nazi 
party. Hitler appointed him deputy in 1939. After staging a coup in 1941, he 
became a prisoner of war in England and was ousted from the Nazi party. 
Following World War II, he was convicted at the Nuremberg Trials and sentenced 
to life in prison. He committed suicide on August 17, 1987, at the Spandau Prison 
in West Berlin, Germany. 

 

If you lived in Egypt instead of Australia … National anthem 
My homeland, my homeland, my homeland,  
My love and my heart are for thee.  
My homeland, my homeland, my homeland,  
My love and my heart are for thee. 
 
Egypt! O mother of all lands,  
My hope and my ambition,  
How can one count  
The blessings of the Nile for mankind?  
 
Egypt! Most precious jewel,  
Shining on the brow of eternity!  
O my homeland, be forever free,  
Safe from every foe!  
 
Egypt! Noble are thy children,  
Loyal, and guardians of thy soil.  
In war and peace  
We give our lives for thy sake.  
 

 


