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Where is Greece?  

 

Comparisons to Australia 

 Greece Australia 

Population 10.89 million 24.69 million 

Area 128,919 km2 7,596,666 km2 

Population density 85 people per km2 3 people per km2 

World ranking by population 85 53 

Highest mountain Mount Olympus (2,918 m) Mt Kosciuszko (2,228 m) 

National day 25 March (Greece National Day) 26 January (Australia Day) 

Life expectancy at birth 80.66 82 years 

Median age 44 37.6 

The flag 

In 1822, the first blue and white Greek flag with a cross in the upper left corner 
was adopted in Greece. The basic design of the striped Greek flag has 
remained in use for years; however the shade of the blue has altered a 
number of times The current flag of Greece was adopted on 22 December 
1978. 

The nine stripes are said to stand for the nine syllables of the Greek patriots' 
motto: 'Eleutheria e Thanatos' meaning 'Freedom or Death'. but another 
theory states that they also symbolize the nine Muses, the goddesses of art 
and civilization. The blue and white colors represent the Greek sea and sky combined with white clouds and 
waves. The white also represents the purity of the country's struggle for independence and for freedom. The 
cross symbolizes Greek Orthodoxy which the established religion of the country. 

Interesting things to know about Greece 

1 The capital is Athens. 

2 The official name of Greece is the Hellenic Republic. 

3 The official language is Greek. 

4 The currency is the euro.  

5 Before Greece joined the EU, the currency was the drachma. 

6 Voting in elections in Greece is compulsory. 

7 They drive on the right-hand side of the road. 

8 The main religion is Greek Orthodox. 

9 The national sport of Greece is soccer.  

10 Greece is one of the most mountainous countries in Europe. 

11 Ancient Greece is said to have laid the foundation for Western civilization, having a large influence on 
the Roman Empire and European culture. 
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12 About 7% of all the marble produced in the world comes from Greece. 

13 The world’s third leading producer of olives, the Greeks have cultivated olive trees since ancient times. 
Some olive trees planted in the thirteenth century are still producing olives. 

14 Greece has zero navigable rivers because of the mountainous terrain.  

15 Approximately 98% of the people in Greece are ethnic Greeks. Turks form the largest minority group. 
Other minorities are Albanians, Macedonians, Bulgarians, Armenians, and gypsies. 

16 In the 1950s, only about 30% of Greek adults could read and write. Now, the literacy rate is more than 
95%. 

17 An old Greek legend says that when God created the world, he sifted all the soil onto the earth through 
a strainer. After every country had good soil, he tossed the stones left in the strainer over his shoulder 
and created Greece. 

18 Greece has more than 2,000 islands, of which approximately 170 are populated. Greece’s largest island 
is Crete (8,260 sq. km.). 

19 Currently, Greek men must serve from one year to 18 months in any branch of the armed forces. The 
government spends 6% of the annual Gross Domestic Product (GDP) on the military. 

20 Greece is the leading producer of sea sponges. 

21 According to Greek law, 75% of a ship’s crew must be Greek. 

22 A Spartan specialty was a black soup made from salt, vinegar, and blood. No one in the rest of Greece 
would drink it. 

23 Greece has more archaeological museums than any other country in the world. 

24 Retirement homes are rare in Greece. Grandparents usually live with their children’s family until they 
die. Most young people live with their families until they marry. 

25 Feta, which is made from goat’s milk, is Greece’s national cheese.  

26 Greece has one of the richest varieties of wildlife in Europe, including 116 species of mammals, 18 of 
amphibians, 59 of reptiles, 240 of bird, and 107 of fish. About half of the endemic mammal species are 
in danger of becoming extinct. 

27 In Greece, the dead are always buried because the Greek Orthodox Church forbids cremation. Five 
years after a burial, the body is exhumed and the bones are first washed with wine and then placed in 
an ossuary. This is done in part to relieve the shortage of land in Greek cemeteries. 

28 Greek has been spoken for more than 3,000 years, making it one of the oldest languages in Europe. 

29 Greece enjoys more than 250 days of sunshine—or 3,000 sunny hours—a year. 

30 Greeks do not wave with an open hand. In fact, it is considered an insult to show the palm of the hand 
with the fingers extended. Greeks wave with the palm closed. 

31 After giving a compliment, Greeks make a puff of breath through pursed lips, as if spitting. This is meant 
to protect the person receiving the compliment from the “evil eye.” 

32 No point in Greece is more than 85 miles (137 kilometres) from water. Greece has about 9,000 miles of 
coastline, the 10th longest in the world. 

33 Greece was once a mass of rock that was completely underwater. When a tectonic plate crashed into 
Europe, the collision created Greece’s mountainous ranges. The plate is still moving and causes 
earthquakes all around the Aegean. 

34 The ancient Greeks are often called the inventors of mathematics because they were the first to make 
it a theoretical discipline. The work of Greek mathematicians such as Pythagoras, Euclid, Archimedes, 
and Apollonius lies at the basis of modern mathematics. 

35 The Greeks revolutionized the art of sculpture. Instead of stiff poses and blank faces, Greek artists 
began to carve statues of people that showed both movement and emotion. 

36 Only boys and men were actors in ancient Greek plays. They wore large masks so audience members 
could see what part they were playing. Theatre staff carried big sticks because sometimes the huge 
audiences would get excited by a play and would riot. 

37 The Parthenon took 15 years to build. 

38 Greece has one of the lowest divorce rates in the EU. 
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Famous people and things from Greece 

Tommy Lee (3 October 1962) 

Tommy Lee, fondly known as ‘T-bone’ for his tall and athletic physique, 
propelled to fame as the drummer for the heavy metal bad, ‘Mötley Crüe’. 
Although he is still considered one of the most talented heavy metal artists 
today, much of his career was dwarfed by his bizarre behind the scenes 
behavior and his tumultuous personal life, including one scandalous tape that 
went viral on the internet. Apart from the ‘Mötley Crüe’, he also founded the 
rap-metal band, ‘Methods of Mayhem’, along with pursuing other solo projects.  

Cleopatra 

Cleopatra was the last Pharaoh of ancient Egypt. Though legend states her to be the most beautiful and 
gorgeous woman of her time, she was a tactful and highly intelligent leader who ruled Egypt for about two 
decades. 

However, beautiful or not, she was definitely the most tactful and intelligent leader of her times. Shrewd, 
powerful and authoritative, she acquired the throne at the tender age of 18, following the demise of her father 
and remained the ruler until her death. She married two of her brothers and was involved in the murder of two 
of her siblings, one brother and one sister, to safeguard the throne for herself and her son, Caesarion. It is 
interesting to note that in a male-dominated society, Cleopatra not only managed to hold the country together 
but served as a powerful leader as any of her male counterparts. 

Aristotle Onassis (15 January 1906 to 15 March 1975)  

Shipping magnate. Most well-known for marrying John F Kennedy’s widow, 
Jacqueline. 

See also Maria Callas. 

 

 

 

 

Maria Callas (2 December 1923 – 16 September 1977) 

Maria Callas was one of the most accomplished coloratura sopranos of the last 
century. She was instrumental in revitalizing opera with her dramatic skill, range 
and technique that left audiences spellbound. 

She was voted the greatest soprano by BBC Music Magazine in 2007, and was 
posthumously honoured with the Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award. She 
was voted into the Gramophone Magazine's Hall of Fame, five years later. 

She had a nine-year love affair with Aristotle Onassis and they were expected to 
marry, but he married Jackie Kennedy, John F. Kennedy's widow. The affair continued clandestinely until 
Onassis died in 1975, leaving her heartbroken. 

In 1953, determined to look more attractive, and to do justice to the dramatic role she was performing, she 
lost almost 80 pounds. Some say that it affected the strength of her voice. There were many rumours as 
to how she shed the extra flab - one such interesting rumour was that she had swallowed a tapeworm. 

Prince Phillip (10 June 1921) 

Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh is the husband of Queen Elizabeth II and the 
Commonwealth realms’ longest-serving consort as well as the oldest spouse ever of 
a reigning British monarch. He was a member of the House of Schleswig-Holstein-
Sonderburg-Glücksburg and was born Prince Philip of Greece and Denmark. He 
entered the navy in 1938 and served throughout the Second World War. 

He is positioned at 496th in the line of succession to the British Throne as a great-
great-grandson of Queen Victoria. 
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Vangelis (29 March 1943) 

Most famous for writing the score for Chariots of Fire, which won an Academy Award 
for best original score. He also wrote the score for Blade runner 

 

 

 

 

And of course, there’s those old dudes: 

Aristotle, founded formal logic and was also a pioneer in the study of zoology. 

Plato, scholars consider him to be the central figure in the development of western philosophy, science and 
mathematics. Some also refer to him as one of the founders of western religion and spirituality. 

Pythagoras, yes, yes. yes. We all went to school. We all had to study geometry. The square of the hypotenuse 
is equal to the sum of the squares of the other two sides. Yes, yes, yes. 

Euclid, known as the father of geometry. 

Homer, wrote Iliad and Odyessy. 

Archimedes, so much mathematics … 

Hippocrates, considered to be the “Father of Medicine”. The contributions that he made brought in revolution 
in the field of medicine and its practice 

Socrates, the Socratic method laid the groundwork for Western systems of logic and philosophy. 

Saint Nicholas, a Christian bishop who provided for the sick and the poor. Was the origin of Santa. 

Aesop, storyteller. Know for his Aesop’s fables (the hare and the tortoise, the boy who cried wolf, the goose 
that laid the golden egg etec etc etc). 

 

If you lived in Greece instead of Australia … National anthem 

 

  


