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Where is Chile? 

 

Comparisons to Australia 

 Chile Australia 

Population 17.95 million 24.42 million 

Area 756,100 km2 7,596,666 km2 

Population density 24 people per km2 3 people per km2 

World ranking by population 63 53 

Highest mountain Nevada Ojos del Salado (6,880 m) Mt Kosciuszko (2,228 m) 

National flower Copihue 

 

Wattle 

 

National day Fiestas Patrias  
18 September and 19 September (Day 
of the Glories of the Army) 

26 January (Australia Day) 

Life expectancy at birth 81 years 83 years 

The flag 
Chile's flag is a red, white and blue banner with a white star. The blue square 
in the canton region of the flag represents the sky, the white stripe 
represents the snow of the Andes mountains, and the red symbolizes the 
blood that was spilled fighting for freedom. 

Some of the language 
Hello = hola 

Goodbye = adios 

Thank you = gracias 

Please = por favor 

Money 
One Australian dollar equals about 496 pesos. If a Kinder Surprise is $2 in Australia, you would need 992 
pesos to buy one in Chile. 
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Interesting things to know about Chile 
1 The capital is Santiago. 

2 The language is Spanish. 

3 The currency is the Chilean peso. 

4 Chile is a representative democratic republic. The president is both head of state and head of 
government. 

5 It has more than 6,000 km of Pacific Ocean coastline. 

6 Its neighbouring countries are Peru, Bolivia, and Argentina 

7 They drive on the right-hand side of the road. 

8 The most popular religion is Roman Catholic. 

9 The most popular sport is soccer. The Chilean men’s soccer team won a bronze medal at the 2000 
Sydney Olympics. Famously, in 1990, the men’s national soccer team walked out in the middle of a 
qualifying game against Brazil after their goal keeper, “El Condor” Rojas, collapsed with a gash on his 
face. Chileans believed the Brazilians had hit him with a bengala, a kind of firework, until Rojas 
confessed that his wound was self-inflicted. 

10 Mataveri Airport on Easter Island is the world’s most remote airport, located 2,336 miles (3,759 km) 
from Santiago, Chile. The airport’s single runway is 10,886 feet (3,318 m) long and was once 
designated as an alternative landing site for NASA’s space shuttle program. 

11 The Chilean Museo Arqueológico de San Miguel de Azapa is the home to the world’s oldest 
mummies. The 282 Chinchorro mummies have been radiocarbon-dated to 7200 BC. 

12 Chile’s highest point is Nevada Ojos del Salado at 22,572 feet (6,880 m). It is the world’s highest 
volcano. The Chilean Andes have more than 2,000 active volcanoes. 

13 Chile has the world’s largest outdoor swimming pool at the San Alfonso del Mar Resort. Set along the 
coastline, it is larger than 20 Olympic swimming pools and holds 66 million gallons of water. The pool 
is also in the Guinness Book of World Records for being the world’s deepest at 115 feet and costs £2 
million pounds (US$3.25 million) to maintain. 

14 The cueca, which resembles the mating ritual of hens and roosters, is the national dance of Chile. 

15 Chile’s Atacama Desert is the driest desert in the world. Parts of the Atacama have not seen a drop of 
rain since recordkeeping began. 

16 Chilean Patagonia is one of the cleanest places on the planet. 

17 Divorce in Chile was legalized only in 2005, and the country has one of the lowest divorce rates 
globally. 

18 Chile is one of the few countries on earth that has a government-supported UFO research 
organization. 

19 With over 100 wineries in the country, Chile is now the 5th largest exporter of wine in the world. 

20 Evidence of potato consumption in southern Chile dates as far back as 14,000 years ago. Today, 99% 
of European potatoes can be traced to the island of Chiloě. 

21 Chile is the longest country in the world from north to south at 2,647 miles (4,620 km) long and 
extends across 38 degrees of latitude. The Andes Mountain Range extends the entire length of the 
country north to south. 

Famous people and things from Chile 

Augusto Pinochet (1915-2006) 

Dictator and the military ruler of Chile between 1973 and 1990; he remained the Commander-in-Chief of the 
Chilean Army until 1998. He was also president of the Government Junta of Chile between 1973 and 
1981.His rule of Chile was a dictatorship. 



CHILE 
 

 
 

 3 

Pinochet assumed power in Chile following a United States-backed coup d'état on 11 September 1973 that 
overthrew the democratically elected socialist Unidad Popular government of President Salvador Allende 
and ended civilian rule. Several academics have stated that the support of the United States was crucial to 
the coup and the consolidation of power afterward. Pinochet had been promoted to Commander-in-Chief of 
the Army by Allende on 23 August 1973, having been its General Chief of Staff since early 1972. In 
December 1974, the ruling military junta appointed Pinochet Supreme Head of the 
nation by joint decree, although without the support of one of the coup's instigators, Air 
Force General Gustavo Leigh. 

From the start of the new military government harsh measures were implemented. 
During the period of Pinochet's rule, various investigations have identified the murder 
of 1,200 to 3,200 people with up to 80,000 people forcibly interned and as many as 
30,000 tortured. According to the Chilean government, the official number of deaths 
and forced disappearances stands at 3,095. 

Nicholas (from Chile) 

Ask Lauren … 

Pisco sour 

Chile’s national drink, Pisco, is a clear liquid similar to brandy. It is grown in Chile in the Elqui Valley and is 
commonly mixed with soft drinks like Coca-Cola (Piscola) or ginger ale or vermouth. But the most common 
version is the Pisco sour where it is blended with lemon juice, sugar, ice, and beaten egg whites. The 
Peruvians made the Pisco sour famous, but the Chilean version tastes slightly different. 

Salmon 

Chile began to export salmon in 1984 and is now the world’s second largest exporter of salmon after 
Norway. Chile is also the largest exporter of fishmeal in the world. 

Easter island 

Easter Island—Isla de Pascua, in Spanish, or Rapa Nui, in Polynesian—is the best known of Chile’s Pacific 
Islands. It lies 2,300 miles (3,700 km) off the coast.  
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Popular Chilean food (which we will sample) 
From http://allrecipes.com/recipes/1277/world-cuisine/latin-american/south-american/chilean/ 

Pork empanadas Spanish rice Avocado shrimp ceviche-estillo sarita 

Gambas pil pil Chapaleles Torta de hojas 

Leche asada Pisco sour (definitely!) 

 

National anthem 

 


